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Principal Harish Chandra



c‘My wish ? The least touch af your fee 2

Upali  : Today I have come to you for alms.

Srimati : To me ? But I am so poor! In your alms bowl anything that I
could give would seem so mean. What can I give, tell me ?

Upali : Your best gift.

Srimati : What is the best gift ? I do not know that.

Uprali : No, but the grace of the Lord is upon you. He knows.
Srimati : O Sir, then may He Himself take whatever I have.

Upali : Indeed He will take it, child. He will accept the flowers of your
worship. Spring, the king of the seasons, touches the flowcring
woods—he himself awakens them to sacrifice. For you too the
appointed day is at hand. I came to tell you so; you are indeed
blessed.

Srimati : T’ll await the hour.
She makes the sign of reverence. They go out. The Princesses enter.

Princesses : Prabhou, Prabhou, do not leave us so. Be pleased to accept our
alms... .. O, what a shame ! He has gone !

Rarnavali : What are you all afraid of Vasvi ? There’s no dearth of folk to
take alms. It’s the givers who are rare.

Ninis ¢ No, Ratna. To find one to take the offering, much merit must
be earned. Today is lost to us.

From Natir Puja
By Tagore



DEDICATION

To make an offering is granted as a supreme privilege to those alone
whom the recepient loves and blesses. Givers are not rare but the receivers
are. If you are the chosen one, what to offer and in what spirit ? The reply
is : offer the best of yourself. In what spirit ? In all reverence and humility !
Srimati, the Nati, could offer only her dance and music to the Lord because
she was at her best in dancing and singing. Before the hour of offering she
sang :

I bring no woodland flower,
No fruit for worship meet,
No jar of holy water
To offer at Thy feet.
But in my slender body poured
The streams of my heart are frec.
In music and in gestures shines

My worship, Lord, of Thee.

The occasion and the context are different but the relationship and the
wish are similar. The present modest * volume containing articles,
poems and plays by the Members of the Staff of Deshbandhu College, Kalkaji,
is inspired by the esteem and affection in which they hold Principal
Harish Chandra, their Guide, Philosopher and Friend. It is offered in all
humility to mark his 63rd Birthday and as a token of their appreciation
of the meritorious services rendered by him to the College ever since its incep-
tion and his unwavering interest in the welfare of the Staff and the students.
The contributors and their colleagues will always pray for many returns of
the happy day and wish Principal Harish Chandra an uninterrupted span
of life full of waork, happiness and honour. They earnestly hope that their
humble offering will he accepted in the spirit in which it is made.

“Where my heart lies, let my brain lie also |
Poor the speech, be how I speak, for all things.”
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SIR EDWIN ARNOLD

( 1832-1904 )

By Shri R. K. Sud

British poet, scholar and a journal-
ist, was born on June 10, 1832, and
was educated at the King’s school,
Rochester; King’s College, London,
and the University College, Oxford,
where in 1852 he gained the Newdigate
rrize for a poem on Belshazzar’s Feast.
H= went out to India as the Principal
of the Government Sanskrit College at
Poona. Returning to England in 1861
he joined the Staff of The Daily Tele-
graph, with which he continued to be
associated for more than 40 years. He
was a brilliant journalist, full of ideas
and of enthusiasm for his work.
Nevertheless he was best known to
his contemporarics as a poet, author
of The Light of Asia, or The Great
Renunciation, (1879), an Indian epic. ..
...The suggested analogy between
Sakyamuni and Christ offcnded the
taste of some devout Christians. This
probably suggested the idea of a
z:econd narrative poem of which the
central figure should be the founder of
Christianity, as the founder of Bud-
dhism had been that of the first.  But
The Light of the World (1891), in
which the idea took shape, failed to
repeat the success attained by the
Light of Asia. In his later years he
resided for some time in Japan, and
his third wife was a Japanese lady.
In Seas and Lands (1891) and Japanica
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(1892) he gives an interesting study of
Japanese life. He also wrote a His-
tory of the Administration of British
India und-r the late Marquis of Dal-
housie (1862-64) besides his Indian
works : The Book of Good Counsels,
from the Sanskrit Hitopadesa (1861),
The Indian Song of Songs, from the
Sanskrit of the Gita Govinda of Jay-
deva (1875), The Indian Idylls (1883)
and The Song Celestial (1885) from the
Mahabharta. His works were collect-
ed in 8 volumes in 1888. He
received K.C.I.LE. and C.S.I. He died
in 1904 on 24 March.)

—- Encyclopaedia Britannica

Sir Edwin occupies the foremost
position amongst the Anglo-Indian
writers and the Orientalists.  His
Indian works are The Light of Asia,
Indian Poetry, Indian Idvlls, The Song
Celestial, Lotus and Jewel, Pearls of
the Faith. With Sa’diin the Garden
is remarkable for his description of the
Taj at Agra, its surroundings and the
suburban life alongside the road lead-
ing to it. He does not admire its
architecture only. He goes into the
symbolic significance of it :

A passion, and a worship, and a faith
Writ fast in alabaster, so that Earth



Hath nothing anywhere of mortal toil

So fine-wrought, so consummate, $soO
supreme—

So beyond praise,
monument.

Love’s loveliest

The Tajis not just a mausoleum
raised by the Emperor over the grave
of the mortal Beauty whom he loved
with passion royal but to Eternal Love
that binds two lovers with bonds of
Faith in Love’s Transcendence.

Sir Edwin Arnold’s descriptions are
not pictorial and photographic in the
accuracy and wealth of their detail
but they are nevertheless very enga-
ging. The exterior and the interior
of the Taj are both faithfully sketched.
He rounds up the description with the
apt remark: ‘And all this for love.’
The Taj is only one of the places in
India which are linked up with the
memories of great men and women :
Kings, Warriors, Lovers and Saints.
A descriptive poem of this type not
only preserves the old traditions but
also serves to visualize the past as if
it were actually living. Sir Edwin’s
example found many followers.
Amongst Indian writers of English
verse the sonnets of S.S. Chordia are
fine achievements. On a second read-
ing we find that Sir Edwin’s poem is
really an inventory of architectural
details, geometrical curves and cobweb
traceries. It contains little of the
romantic love which, as remarked
above, is enshrined in it. To an
Indian poet, say Rabindranath Tagore,
the Taj reflects the love of Sa’di: the
human love is a stepping stone to the
divine love. With the exception of
the remark : ‘Love is greater than
death’, Sir Edwin is silent about the
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mystic suggestiveness of Love. A
good subject is thereby lost to Anglo-
Indian poetry. The diction of the
poem is stiff and the lines are encum-
bered.

Lotus and Jewel has in it the
following poems: ‘In an Indian Tem-
ple’, ‘The Indian Judge’, ‘A Rajput
Nurse’, “The Snake and the Baby’,
‘From a Sikh Hymn’, ‘From the Sans-
krit Anthology’; ‘Basti Singh’s Wife’,
‘Girishma or the Season of Heat’ and
‘A Queen’s Revenge’. Sir Edwin
adopted the method of dramatic narra-
tive for interpreting the scriptures of
the East. In With Sa’di in the Garden
he tried to read with his English
readers the third Chapter of Sa’di’s
Bostan. 'The same method is followed
in ‘An Indian Temple’ to study the
Mandukya Upanishad. He himself is
one of the characters: he is the Sahib
who

‘Lovest our land, and lov’st to tread
All paths of know]edge

The dancing girl provides the
lighter element and an occasion for
introducing songs in the style of Tho-
mas Moore of Lallah Rookh fame. The
Priest instructs the Sahib in the
mysteries of the Holy Word OM :

“OM is the bow ; the Arrow is the soul,

Brahm is the object: he who shooteth
straight

Pierceth the target of the Uttermost,

And attaineth. ‘Meditate OM’.” It saith :

‘For, in that mystic light, the knowers
know

Brahm without body, parts, or passions—
Brahm

Joyful Eternal, All-embracing, Pure’.
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I'he philosophical implications are
.1lly explained in the parable of the
“wo parrots. She who eats the fig-
:ruit is the Human Soul and he who
watches her peck is the Soul Divine.
Lire is the fig-tree and Life’s delights
are the two sweet fruits.

The arguments in the original text
are too intricate to be condensed into
= simple narrative.

Sir Edwin comments on the Dev-
‘1asi system (now happily extinct) and
~-mpares the Hindu standards of piety
=:th the Christian :

‘Your Indian systems lack
Two points we Westerns boast—the love

of man

For God’s love, who hath made him ; and
this law —

That because Right is right we follow
Right.’

The tale of Sita and Balram is quite
instructive and is really well told. The
conclusion is contested by Ganga and
the Priest. It is left to the Sahib to
give the judgment :

‘The wife did evil, helping life to live

At cost of Love and Fame, dearer than
life ¢

The husband evil, paying wrongful debt

With coin which none should ask, and no
man give.

And I praise Vittoo, the grain-seller,

Who sinned in heart, yet had such heart
to see

The loveliness of honour...................

Few of the Indian writers of Eng-
lish Verse have questioned the doctri-
nes laid down in the Puranas and other
ancient scriptures, though there have
been variations from the orthodox
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views; as for example, Toru Dutt
questioning the code of asceticism in
‘The Royal Ascetic and the Hind’ and
Tagore, Sri Aurobindo and Harindra
Nath Chattopadhyay suggesting varia-
tions.

In ‘The Indian Judge’ Sir Edwin
translates the 4th chapter of Manu,
Shloka 237, in which emphasis is laid
on “Guru-worship, charity, obedience
to duty, perseverance, patience,
obedience to conscience and retribu-
tion.” :

‘For none
Save Justice leads there ; nor wife,
nor son,

Nor friends, nor kin, nor any other
Save only Justice.’

‘A Rajput Nurse’ tells the oft-
repeated tale of the sacrifice by a
nurse of her own infant son to save
the life of the heir-apparent of her
Chief. The same story is told by
Herbert Sherring in his poem entitled
‘The Romance of the Twisted Spear’ ;
the story of Panna, the nurse.’
Rajput history, made available in
James Tod’s book, <“Annals and
Antiquities of Rajastan’, has been an
unfailing and a fertile source to many
of our writers. Next to Ashoka and
the Buddha, the Rajputs and the
Marhattas figure in the historical
poems. The tradition, thus set by
Sir Edwin, bore ample fruit. The
most ambitious specimens are Michael
Madhusudan Dutt’s poem, “The
Captive Lady’ and Sri Aurobindo’s
poem, ‘Baji Prabhou’.

‘The Snake and the Baby’ is a tale
of superstition that the snake does
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not bite the child. The myth is
fairly common : the snake is an object
of worship and on the Nag Panchmi
day is widely worshipped. Sarojini
Naidu has written one such song.

‘The Sikh Hymn’ is a literal
translation. The Sikh scriptures and
history are virtually unexplored
regions of material most suitable for
heroic verse. Only Guru Govind
Singh appears in M. Krishnamurti’s
poem with the title : ‘Guru Govind
Singh’.

‘Basti Singh’s Wife’ is a rendering
of a Behari folk-song in rhymes and
refrain. The theme is popular : the self
sacrifice of a wife over the dead body
of her husband to save her honour
from her brother-in-law. The sad
plight of women in widowhood was
voiced by Sir Alfred Lyall and more
effectively still by Sarojini Naidu in
her poem : ‘Dirge’.

‘(3irishma’ : ‘the scason of Heat’,
is a translation from Kalidasa’s Riru
Sanhara. 1t seeks to describe the
sensuous atmosphere of Kalidasa’s
poetry and the grand scenes of love
and romance. Heat and dust provide
us alternating joy and discomfort but
they have always repelled the
foreigners. Read, for example,
Kipling’s poem, ‘A Ballad of Burial’.

‘A Queen’s Revenge’ is a narrative
from the Mahabharta telling how
during the last year of their exile
Bhima, one of the Pandava brothers,
had to kill Senapati Kichaka in order
to protect thc honour of Draupdi.
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This narrative is larded with descrip-
tions of physical beauty and ravishing
passion. The nobility of the charac-
ters of the Queen and Draupdi is
fully stressed. Draupdi is no longer
the helpless insignificant creature she
was in Sir William Jones’ poem, ‘The
Enchanted Fruit’. Her address to
the Court is dignified. It shows the
stuff of which ancient Indian women
were made. Her words are a challenge
to the sense of chivalry of all those
who were present in the Court :

‘Dishonoured are ye all,

infamous
The throne ye scrve; and ye who serve
the throne.

For a close parallel read Rabindra-
nath Tagore’s The Fugitive : *‘The
Mother’s Prayer’ and -Karna and
Kunti’. These poems rccall to our
minds the Greek heroines of tragedy,
say Antigone and  Electra The
combat scene between Bhima and
Kichaka is narrated in as mast rly a
manner as the combat  between
Sohrab and Rustum by Matthew
Arnold in his epic poem with th~ same
title. Sir Edwin’s chief contribution
to Anglo-Indian verse was to open the
whole range of Heroic India. Itis
quite strange that Indian writers of
English verse did not develop the gift
for dramatic narrative displayed by
Sir Edwin in more than one of his
translations. Toru Dutt’s ballads in
her hook of poems, The Ancient Ballads
and Legends of Hindustan, is a happy
exception. When we read these few
ballads we sigh and say : “if she could
have lived a little longer !
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In ‘Secret of Death’ Sir LEdwin
r-verted to explaining in verse the
vuilosophy of the Katho Upanishad.
His attitude is one of deep reverence
and faith, possibly, on account of the
difficult nature of the subject. His
method is similar to that which he
had followed in ‘In An Indian
Temple’, that is, of mixing up his
“Xpository comments with citations
i1 the original text and their
meanings, In ‘The Light of Asia’,
L= adopted a different method. He
~wiected a narrator to tell the story
-7 the life of the Buddha and his
- ~pel.  This method had its advan-
“azes. Howsoever  c¢nthusiastically
an.d sympathetically he might have
admired the Buddha’s personality and
teachings, being a foreigner, he could
not have identified himself with the
credulous disciple in the matter of
miracles and marvels with which the
rarrative is studded. The Katho
Upanishad related how Nachiketa
learnt the secret of Death from Lord
Yama himself. The essence of the
Supreme knowledge about Brahma
is expressed by Sir Edwin at con-
siderable length :

“He who Alone, Undifferenced, unites

With Nature, making endless differcnce,

Producing and receiving all which seems,

Is Brahm ! ...

He is the Unseen Spirit which informs

All subtle essences ! He flames in fire,

He shines in Sun and Moon, Planets and
Stars !

He bloweth with the winds, rolls with the
waves,

He is Prajapati, that fills the worlds !

He is the man and woman, youth and
maid !

The babe born, the withered ancient,
propped
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Upon his staff !  He is whatever is,—
The black bee, and the tiger, the fish,
The green bird with red eyes, the tree,

the grass.

The cloud that hath the lighting in its
womb,

The seasons, and the seas! By Him
they are,

In Him begin and end !

We may compare Emerson’s poem:
‘Brahma’, A.E’s poem: ‘OM’ and Sri
Aurobindo’s poem: ‘AHANA’. OM
is the word that signifies and symbo-
lizes Brahm. Accordingly, Swami
Ram Tirath adopted it as a name for
himself to indicate his perfect merger
in the Brahm. This jewel-idea of
the Upanishads, obtained by Sir
Edwin by hard and painstaking study,
is, however, cognate with the breath
of the Indians. They suck it, as the
saying goes, with their mothers’ milk
at the time of their births. It is their
cultural heritage. Even when the
Indian writers of English verse did
not follow the expository methods of
Sir Edwin they did not neglect the
aim and essence of it. The poems
and plays of Harindranath Chatto-

padhayay, for instance, provide a
veritable feast of  philosophical
matter.

‘The Rajput’s Wife' is a tale of the
well-reputed Rajput bravery and
strategy. ‘The Rajah’s Ride’ is a
Punjabi song that celebrates the
daring of Ranjeet Dehu, the dare-
devil rider. ‘A Bchari Mill Song’,
‘Hindu Fun.ral Song’, ‘Song of the
Snake Charmers’ and ‘Song of the
Flour-mill’—d«pict the common man
and his commonplace activities.
Sarojini Naidu brought a greater
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sympathy to bear on such topics ;
consequently, there is more freshness
in her songs than we find in Sir
Edwin’s.

“The Great Journey’, ‘The Entry
into Heaven’, ‘The Enchanted Lake’,
‘The Saint’s Temptation’, ‘The Birth
of Death’, The Night of Slaughter’
and the more popular stories of
‘Savitri’ and ‘Nala and Damayanti’
are taken from the epic, The Maha-
bharta. In addition, we have from
the same source his translation in
blank verse, with lyrical patches
interspersed, of the Bhagavad-Gita
under the title : The Song Celestial.

In his Preface Sir Edwin remarks
that the Bhagavad-Gita is regarded by
the Indians as one of the “Five
Jewels”, enfolding, as it does, ‘‘a philo-
sophical system which remains to this
day the prevailing Brahmanic belief,
blending as it does the doctrines of
Kapila, Patanjali, and the Vedas.”
He admits, agreeing with Schegel,
that “its declarations are lofty, its
aspirations sublime, its piety pure and
tender”. He was attracted by it not
only because of its intrinsic merits
but also by the parallelism between
its teachings and those of the Old
Testament. He is inclined to believe
that it was composed “at about the
third century after Christ; and
perhaps there are really echoes in this
Brahmanic poem of the lessons of
Galilee, and of the Syrian incarnation.”
It had been translated earlier in
many languages of the world, including
English, and that was a challenge for
Sir Edwin to re-attempt the task of
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another translation. ¢English Litera-
ture”’, he remarked, ‘“would certainly
be incomplete without possessing in
popular form a poetical and philoso-
phical work so dear to India.” Itis
no exaggeration to say that his version
reads well and smoothly. The blank
verse reaches its perfection when he
describes the distress of Arjuna who
stands paralysed in will before the
two hosts :

Krishna ! as I behold, come here to shed

Their common blood, yon concourse of
our kin,

My members fail, my tongue dries in my
mouth,

A shudder thrills my body, and my hair

Bristles with horror ; from my weak hand
slips

Gandiv, the goodly bow ; a fever burns

My skin to parching; hardly may I
stand ;

The life within me seems to swim and
faint ;

Nothing do I foresee save woe and wail !

But his lyrical ‘breaks’ are far
better. We atonce feel the difference
in the following lines and the lines
quoted above, the subject being the
same :

Better to live on beggar’s bread

With those who love alive,

Than taste their blood in rich feasts
spread,

And guiltily survive !

Ah | were it worse......who knows ? ......
to be

Victor or vanquished here,

When those confront us angrily

Whose death leaves living drear ?

We can remember the latter set of
lines but the former are difficult to
learn and recite. On certain occa-
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sions, however, even the blank verse
lines are facile; for example, Lord
Krishna's exposition :

Never the spirit was born ; the spirit shall
cease never to be ;

Never was time it was not ; End and
Beginning are dreams !

Birthless and deathless and changeless
remaineth the spirit for ever ;

Death hath not touched it at all, dead
though the house of it seems.

Or, the lines adopted by the
College as its motto :

Find full reward

Of doing right in right ! Let right deeds

be

Thy motive, not the fruit which comes
from them.

And live in action! Labour! Make
thine acts

Thy piety, casting all self aside,
Contemning gain and merit ; equable
In good or evil : equability

Is Yog, is piety.

With rippling verve the lines run
in which Sir Edwin refers to the
famous doctrine of Incarnation :

When Righteousness

Declines, O Bharata ! when Wickedness

Is strong, I rise, from age to age, and
take

Visible shape, and move a man with men;

Succouring the good, thrusting the evil
back,

And setting Virtue on her seat again.

To be a Milton or a Keats in
‘Hyperion’ was beyond Sir Edwin for
the obvious reason that he wasnot a
born poet like them. Nevertheless,
his effort at versification is laudable.
The object of doing so is still more so:
“to make available to his country-
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men in popular form a poetical and
philosophical work so dear to India.”
He dedicated the book to India with
the following words :

So have I read this wonderful and spirit-
thrilling speech,

By Krishna and Prince Arjuna held,
discoursing each with each;

So have I writ its wisdom here,—its
hidden mystery,

For England ; O our India ! as dear to
me as She !

The above dedication is in Sanskrit.
These words remind us of Robert
Bridges’ poem : ‘England to India’.
Sri Aurobindo utilized the teachings
of the Bhagavad-Gita in ‘Ahana’
and Thadani translated the popular
Cantos in ‘Krishna’s Flute’.

In the stories selected by Sir Edwin
from The Mahabharta he always select-
ed a leading figure round whom the
action centred. It was through him
that he studied the ancient culture of
India. Of the Pandavas, Yudhishtra
was his favourite. Amongst women
he adored Savitri, Damyanti and
Draupdi. They were good, in addition
to being grand, heroic and intensely
human. “The Saint’s Temptation’ is
very closely rivalled by Rabindranath
Tagore’s poem, Lover’s Gift, ‘No. 60 I’
‘The Night of Slaughter’ discloses the
darkest page in ancient Indian history
and chivalry. The rules of war for-
bade any fighting at night, espionage,
ambush or sabotage. @ The son of
Drona is tempted to kill his enemies
under the cover of darkness. For the
horror of the deed we need to go to
the Greek tragedy of 4jax by Sopho-
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cles. The tale of ‘Savitri’ suggests
comparison Wwith the rendering of
Romesh Chandra Dutt and the ballad
of Toru Dutt. ‘Nala and Damyanti’
is the longest narrative poem that Sir
Edwin sclected for translation from
The Mahabharata. We in this country
adore and cite the names of Sita,
Savitri and Damyanti as the stars of
Indian womanhood and models for our
sisters, mothers and wives. If in the
case of Savitri Love triumphed over
Death (as it did in the story of
Orpheus and Eurydice ); in the case
of Damyanti it triumphed over Fate
and the angry gods. Damyanti’s
loyalty, steadfastness, patience, beauty
and tact leave nothing to be desired
by Sir Edwin. Such characters are
difficult to be matched in other litera-
tures.

His translations of the proverbial
sayings from The Hitopadesha find
their echo in Tagore’s apothegems
collected by him under the happy
title : Stray Birds, and in V.N. Bhu-
shan’s collection of poems : Silhouettes.

In ‘The Indian Song of Songs’—a
verse translation of Jaydeva’s Gita
Govinda in Sanskrit,—Sir Edwin had a
real trial of his skill at versification.
The task was more difficult than ever
before, He had not only to convey
the lyrical passion but also the suggest-
ed and implied symbolism. At the
same time he had to keep out the
lasciviousness of the original; atleast,
to keep it undertoned. For that pur-
pose he had to suppress parts of the
original poem and sometimes differ
entirely, The pastoral romance of
Jaydeva’s Gita Govinda is the subject
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of Puran Singh’s prose version in The
Spirit of Oriental Poetrv and Thadani’s
‘Radha and Krishna’.  Its mystic
significance : the yearning of the
human soul for the Infinite Soul—the
wedding of the bride and the Bride-
groom—is an ever-recurring theme in
the poems of our writers. Most of the
songs of Tagore should be read in this
light.  In English poetry Francis
Thompson’s ‘Hound of Heaven’ is a
masterpiece of the same pattern.

When all has been said, it is by
The Light of Asia or The Great Re-
nunciation ( Mahabhinishkhramana )
that Sir Edwin will stand or fall as a
writer of verse. It is the life and
teaching of Gautama, the DBuddha,
that he picks up for his magnum opus.
He made Prince Gautama famous
outside India to the same degree as
Fitzgerald made Omar Khyyam
famous outside Persia. In his Preface
he wrote: “It was inspired by an
abiding desire to aid in the better
mutual knowledge of East and West”.
He was drawn by the personality of
the Buddha: ‘“thc highest, gentlest,
holiest, and most beneficent, with one
exception, in the history of Thought.”
Buddhism, to him, is a ‘venerable
religion, which has in it the eternity
of a universal hope, the immortality of
a boundless love, an indestructible
element of faith in final good, and
the proudest assertion ever made of
human freedom.” ¢He put his poem
into an imaginary Buddhist’s mouth,
because to appreciate the spirit of
Asiatic thoughts, they should be
regarded from the oriental point of
view ; and neither the miracles which
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_nsecrate this record, nor the philoso-
vnv which it embodies, could have
r<=n otherwise so naturally repro-
=uced.”  He had certain mental reser-
vations—I would not call them preju-
“ives incidental to his being a Chris-
-‘an and a Western—but, it must be
zid to his credit that he overrode
nem and wrote the book. ¢His pur-
pose,” he wrote, was to give to his
readers a ‘‘just conception......... ...of
=te lofty character of the noble Prince,
znd the general purport of his doc-
‘rines.” He succeeded admirably in
<he ambitious task he set for himself.

ot

In writing The Light of Asia Sir
E.iwin was in fact completing the saga
f ancient Indian character. The
-vpe of noble women and learncd men
7ound their complement in the Buddha.
*The perfect purity and tenderness of
the teacher, the truest princely quali-
ties, the intellect of a sage and a
vassionate devotion of a martyr—such
was the unique conglomeration of the
ancient coveted qualities of this Indian
character. The legends about the
Buddha’s miraculous birth, mental
equipment, and the power of healing
the sick; the luxurious life in the
palace, the oriental pageants and
street scenes and almost virgin Nature
provided a colourful tapestry to weave
the narrative in. Here is the scene of
festivities on the sacred and auspicious
occasion of the Buddha’s birth :

The King gave order that his town should
keep

High festival ; therefore the ways were
swept,

Rose-odours sprinkled in the street, the
trees
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Were hung with lamps and flags, while
merry crowds

Gaped on the sword-players and posturers,

The jugglers, charmers, swingers, rope-

walkers,

The nautch-girls in their spangled skirts,
and bells

That chime light laughter round their
restless feet ; ...............

Highlight of description is reached
in the description of the Buddha’s
palaces; particularly of the ante-
chamber :

...... there beyond the gate the chamber
was.

Beautiful, sweet ; a wonder of the world !

Soft light from perfumed lamps through
windows fell,

Of nakre and stained stars of lucent film,

On golden cloths outspread, and silken
beds,

And heavy splendour of the purdah’s
fringe,

Lifted to take only the loveliest in..........

The languorous, luscious and las.
civious night scene in the young
Prince’s palace is sketched in full
details to be matched in the Persian
tales and Moore’s description of the
palace of the veiled Prophet of Khora-
san.

With careless grace they lay, their soft
brown limbs

Part hidden, part revealed; their glossy
hair

Bound back with gold or flowers, or
flowing loose

In black waves down the shapely nape
and neck.

Lulled into pleasant dreams by happy
toils,

Theys lept, no wearier than jewelled birds

Which sing and love all day, then under
wing
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Fold head, till morn birds sing and love
again.

Equally graphic is the description
of the street scene :

The painted streets alive with hum of
noon,

The traders cross-legged mid their spice
and grain,

The buyers with their money in the cloth,

The war of words to cheapen this or that,

The shout to clear the road, the huge
stone wheels,

The strong slow oxen and their rustling
loads,

The singing bearers with the palanquins,

The broad-necked hamals sweating in the

sun,
The housewives bearing water from the
well
With balanced-chatties, and athwart
their hips

The black-eyed babes...............

These additional bits thrown into
the narrative make it all the more
rcadable and immensely ‘popular’.
His skill at narrative can be assessed
in the stories of the Buddha told in
the poem. Such, for example, are the
episodes of the swans in dispute be-
tween Siddhartha and his brother,
Devadutta; of the woman who
brought her dead child to be restored’
to life and of Sujata, the adorer. Des-
cription, narration and portraiture
were set off by captivating dramatic
dialogue between Siddhartha and his
charioteer, Channa :

“Come such ills unobserved 7’ the Prince

inquired.

And Channa said, “Like the sly snake
they come

That stings unseen; like the striped
murderer,
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Who waits to spring from the Karunda
bush,

Hiding beside the jungle path ; or like

The lightning, striking these and sparing
those,

As chance may send.”

“Then all men live in fear ?”

“So they live, Prince.”

“And none can say, ‘I sleep

Happy and whole to-night, and so shall
wake? ”’

“None say it.”

To me the noblest lines are those
in which Sir Edwin revealed the mind
of Siddhartha standing on the verge
of self-realization : the realization of
the supreme purpose of his birth on
the earth :

“Oh ! suffering world ;

Oh ! known and unknown of my common
flesh,

Caught in this common net of death and
woe,

And life which binds to both ! [ see, I feel

The vastness of the agony of earth,

The vainness of its joys, the mockery

Of all its best, the anguish of its worst ;

...................................................

Which blinded me ! I am all these men
Who cry upon their gods and are not
heard ;

Or are not heeded - yet there must be aid !

.......................................................

.................. w......] would not let one cry

Whom I could save. How can it be that
Brahm

Would make a world and keep it misera-
ble,

Since, if, all-powerful, he leaves it so,

He is not good, and if not powerful,

He is not God ?

This is what Mrs. Browning would
call “the apocalypse of the soul.”
The doubting Siddhartha passed
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'”.-ugh flesh-killing austerities and
~_~ization under the Bodhi-tree to the
s2z2c of Enlightenment and Nirvana.
hSs Ldmn leads his readers through
“ese stages with the faith of the
zzrrator-Buddhist diqciple The doc-

U010 the level of excellence of the
-3t of the poem for the obvious reason
1nit poetry does not preach morals.

Sir Edwin’s readers owe to him a
zreat debt of gratitude for ‘discovering’
:rcient India’s nobility and, having
“iiscovered’ it, presenting it to them
== such sweet style. He ‘popularized’

s=ntal  literature.  He also set a

tradition for future writers, both Wes-
tern and KEastern. India was not
only exotic but also great. Nobility of
character is every where adored and
cherished. The Greek tragedy may
have to offer us grand characters but
Indian literature is rich in noble
characters. To Sir Edwin it had an
irresistible appeal.  Accordingly, he
“loved India and the Indian people”
and wrote The Indian Song of Songs,
The Indian Idylls and The Light of Asia
to preserve his memory. His poems
are a testimony to his greatness,
his scholarship and his devotion to
learning.

SOME ODD BIRDS OF THE WORLD

By Shri R.P. Budhiraja

Birds constitute a rich and varied
world, and afford a fascinating sub-
j=ct for study. One need not be a
naturalist to watch and study their
ways provided one gives close atten-
tion and profound sympathy to the
winged community. Most books on
bird life are foreign and it is a pity
that though a study of bird life does
not require any elaborate equipment
or any laboratory instruments, even
our naturalists have been rather indi-

ferent towards an original or on-the-
spot study of the vast panorama that
vird life unfolds before us.

Broadly speaking the birds to be
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found all the world over can be group-
ed into well-defined categories and it
is not very difficult to assign particular
species to different families of birds,
though here and there we come across
types that are so odd and peculiar
that they cannot be grouped into any
class, having no close relationship to
any one class or family of existing
birds, though they show points of
affinity with many. They appear to
be either primitive forms that reached
their limit of evolution millions of
years ago, or represent forms that
were evolved along lines entirely diff-
erent to those of the vast majority.



The bird with a repulsive odour

The American continent occupies
the pride of place for the unusual type
of birds found there. A notable exam-
ple of such birds is the Hoatzins.
This bird is a sort of living fossil of
which the young have wing-hcoks.
Everything abou* this bird is strange,
even down to its feeding-habiis and
distribution. Hoatzins live in colo-
nies and lead a sort of stay-at-home
life. They hardly move from one
place to another and their food lacks
all variety, consisting mostly of parti-
cular leaves. They are striking birds
with a prominent crest. The Hoat-
zins give off a peculiar musky odour
which seems to be the chief cause of
its survival, for had it not been for
this repulsive smell, this bird from its
sluggishness would have been the
greatest target of man. The wing-hooks
found only in young birds, enable
them to hang on to branches and thus
clamber over the Pimpler thorn bush-
es, in which the nests are situated.
The latter are always built over water,
and the one peculiarity of the young
is that they are adept at diving and
swimming and can regain the tree
tops by climbing with their feet and
wing-hooks, while the grown-up birds
lead an entirely arboreal existence.

The oil-bird

Another queer bird with unusual
habits is found in South-America. It
is the Qil-Bird. 1t is a nocturnal bird.
It sleeps during the day in caverns
where it also nests. It is a highly
gregarious bird and feeds on fruits, or
nuts, of certain palm trees, which it
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swallows whole. Such a restricted diet
is unusual in any bird but it is even
more remarkable to find a nocturnal
bird subsisting solely on fruits and
nuts. The bird gets its name from the
fact thatv its young are covered with
masses of yellow fat. [t is for this fat
that they are much sought after by
the natives who enter the caves in the
breeding season and dislodge the
young ones from their nests with long
poles to which are fixed torches and
hooks. The young birds are then

melted down for their fat. ,

A rare-bird

Africa has no unusual birds to
present inspite of the rich variety of its
winged life, except for the Picathartes.
It is a sort of a large crow in outward
appearance. [tis a rare bird The
nest of this bird, owing to its large
size, collapses easily when wet, hence
the nucessity of an overhanging rock
face to keep off the rain. Such places
are distinctivey rare, which accounts
for the bird’s own rarity.

A hewer

The Hiua of New Zealand is an-
other odd kind of bird. The most re-
markable thing about it is a substan-
tial differenc: in the bills of the two
sexes; a divergence so great that at
first sight one is tempted to think that
the two belong to totally different
families. The beak of the male is
straight and sharply pointed while
the female has a long sickle-shaped
bill. This bird lives on food consis-
ting chiefly of larvae of beetles found
in rotting woods. Between them the
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:zile and  female supplement each
zzer in finding their food. While
tZe male hews and chisels the female
probesinto the rotten wood. In other
words, while the male chips off, the
i=male probes to get at the hidden
.arvae.

The Owl Parrot

The Kakapo, a true parrot that
appears remarkably like an owl, is
tound in New-Zealand. It is a noc-
-urnal bird and, though it possesses
fairly large and strong wings, it can-
-t flyv. This bird is a vegetarian,
“-=iing mainly on mosses and grasses.
I- is extremely fat. It seems to have
1ew chances of survival, because in
most districts cats and dogs have
hecome feral.

The Elegant Bower-birds

The Bower-birds construct bowers
r play-grounds, and in so doing dis-
play a remarkable sense of artistry
that would seem to indicate a sense
of aestheticism. The bower consists
of a platform of twigs from which
two paralled walls of sticks rise to a
height of a foot or more. An arch is
usually built upon these walls so that
a partly covered run is formed and a
space is cleared around the bower
from which all unsightly and offending
material is removed. The various
species of bower-birds display a re-
markable variation in tastes for differ-
ent colours when gathering flowers
and shells with which they decorate
their bowers. They also differ widely
in their anatomy, colour of plumage,
colour of their eggs and the style of
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the bowers that they construct, Apart
from its artistry in bower building it
is an intelligent sprightly bird, always
small and tightly feathered and is a
wonderful mimic.

The bower-birds are found in a rich
variety. The golden bower-bird easily
surpasses its rivals in the dimensions
of its bower—a veritable skyscraper.
The gardener bower-bird is another
variety that builds a shapely circular
structure composed of orchid stems
and twigs and covered with moss. On
the open side of this ‘“hut” a lawn of
mosses is laid and dccorated daily with
fresh flowers which are replaced when
withered. It is certainly a bird to
which beauty has a strong and an
abiding appeal.

The Lyre-bird

Australians are proud of the many
strange forms of life peculiar to their
country, and not the least of these is
the Lyre-bird which has become a na-
tional emblem. ‘His power of mimicry
has thrilled all those who have been
fortunate enough to hear him pouring
out the call-notes of all the familiar
forest-dwelling birds. In his reper-
toire may also be included the bark-
ing of a dog, the ring of a woodman’s
axe, the cracking of trees rubbing
together, and the buzzing of the cir-
cular saw,

The Vigilant Trumpeters -

One of the bost known of South
America’s odd birds is the trumpeter.
The bird gets its name from its pec-
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uliar trumpeting cry, which is produc-
ed through a specially modified wind-
pipe. The trumpeters have very fecble
flight, and normally do not take to air
except when disturbed or going to
roost, which they do in the trees.

It is an impressive sight to see pet
trumpeters wandering at large in the
villages of the South American aborigi-
nal Indians, where they often consort
with fowls, but in spite of their tame-
ness and confiding ways, they are
quite fearless and will attack almost
anything in the way of an intruder.
In:this respect they make good watch-
dogsand they will chase any hawk
that swoops down upon young chick-
ens. It is amazing to see a trumpeter,
otherwise quite friendly towards fowls,
put an immediate stop to a cock-fight
by attacking both the combatants.

A Folk Tale of Sind :

The Unusual hatcher -

Man alone does not know the tech-
nique of artificial incubation, The
eggs of Megapodes, inhabitants of the
Australasian region and neighbouring
islands, are not incubated in the nor-
mal way, but are either placed in a
mound of decaying vegetation and
incubated by the heat of the ferment-
ing vegetable matter or placed in sand
where they are incubated by the heat
from the sun’s rays.

The foregoing is in no way an ex-
haustive or even a comprehensive
list of the interesting birds to be found
all over the world. The brief account
given of some of the varieties of the
avian world is enough to reveal the
fascinating naturc of the study of
bird-life and the rich reward it holds
out in the fields of fresh knowledge
and discovery.

Nuri-Jam Tamachi

By Shri S.M. Jhangiani

Folk-tales are the life and soul of
a community, and the Sindhi has as
big a treasure of them as any other
community in India. A large number
of Sindhi folk-tales is versified and
was sung by bards and minstrels on
different occasions. Quite a few still
and

remain popular are sung.
The tales of Umar-Marui, Lila-
Chanesar, Nuri-Jam Tamachi,

Moomal-Rano and many more are
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still popular throughout the length
and breadth of Sind. The folk-tale
of Nuri-Jam Tamachi, however, has
a beauty of its own. The rustic
beauty, combined with modesty and
simplicity, of a low caste girl, Nuri,
won her the affection of king Jam
Tamachi of the Sama dynasty, who
ruled over Sind in the fourteenth
century A. D., with Thatta as his
Capital.
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i+ 1> stated that once when the
o< went for a stroll to a nearby
<=, Kinjhar by name, he suddenly
2227 across  a bewitching beauty
Trassing the resplendent  moon.
>~ was simple but attractive, with
-z =1 shining eyes and the King fell
“.ve with her at first sight. He
. aired about the girl’s parentage
- the fishermen, who were the
- .- inhabitants of the area. and was
sirised to learn that she was the
.zuzhter of the Head-fisherman. The
::E.xxmen were usually dirty aund
zzv people and smelt fish of all the
g Their children roamed about
~;-:«l and swam in the lake like
czers. But Nuri was always neat
. dressed in white.

'

e

Tamachi sent for her father and

sought her hand in marriage. The
Zzherman was overjoyed at this
rroposal and readily agrecd. The
Lvnor distributed silver and gold

smong the residents. He also gave
-hem the Kinjhar lake as a gift.

Nuri was happily married to Jam
but, despite all honour done to her
and the royal status, she refused to
be puffed up with pride. On being
Hattered, she would humbly submit
that she owed all to the King, her
Lord, who by his grace had honoured
her, otherwise she was nothing but a
mine of faults.

To establish Nuri’s modesty and
humility, the King, one day, sent a
word to all his consorts to get ready
for an evening drive. He, however,
added that he would take only one
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of them ; the one who attracted him
the most. The proud queens put on
their richest robes and costly jewellery
but surprisingly enough, Nuri pre-
ferred to wear the same old attire
which she had put on when she first
won the King’s heart. On asking the
reason for such  simplicity, Nuri
replied that her husband was her sole
beauty ; as such there was no rooim
left for any make up. There was,
however, a glow of love and affection
in her eyes. The other queens looked
down upon her but the King was so
much attracted by her simple charm
and natural personality that he
straightaway walked to her and locked
her in his embrace. Soon after, she
became the Queen of queens.

It was but natural that Nuri’s
popularity with Jam Tamachi should
arousc envy in the inmates of the
royal harem. As time passed they
started dinning into the King’s ears ail
sorts of complaints against Nuri.
The wise King, however, paid no heed
to any of them.

Once Nuri’s brother brought her
a plateful of fried fish. Keeping her
original and present status in view,
Nuri lifted the lid of a box and placed
the fish there for the time being and to
take it afterwards undetected. Queen
Naurangi—one of the rival queens,
who was always on the look-out—
saw from her window Nuri opening
the box. Suspecting that she was
giving away some gold and jewels to
her (poor) brother as pecuniary help,
she called one of her confidents and
after a few minutes’ secret talk
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reported the theft of her necklace to
the ruler. Though the King doubted
her bonafides, yet a thorough search
of Nuri’s apartment could not be
avoided under the circumstances.
The King conducted it personally and,
as expected, only the plateful of fried
fish was found from inside the box.
When asked by the King to explain
whence came the fish, Nuri humbly
replied that it was a gift from her
poor parents and she prized it more
than gold or any other precious
article. She added that in order that
she might be constantly reminded of
her birth and low caste, she had,infact,
asked her brother to bring her
fish once a month on the full moon
day so that she might eat fish on that
day and wear her old garments.

The necklace was subsequently
found with the help of a maid servant,
named Ratti, who told the King that
it was kept wunder Nuri’s cot by
Huzuri, the maid servant of Naurangi,
at her instigation. The incident, as
such, enhanced the King’s love for
Nuri.

This tale of Nuri-Jam Tamachi has
something in common with a story in

the ‘“Mahabharata” wherein, while
going along the bank of the river
Jamuna, Raja Prashar is said to
have met a beautiful fisher girl,
Satyawati by name. He fell in love
with her, married her and had a son
by her, named Vyas, who is known to
us as Rishi Ved Vyas, the distinguish-
ed composer of the Vedas.

Nuri’s humility, on the other hand,
reminds us of Ayaz, Sultan Mahmud’s
favourite slave boy, who used to retire
to a corner every night, sit on a
simple mattress and put on tattered
clothes to keep himself reminded of his
low birth.

Shah Abdul Latif, the greatest
mystic poet of Sind, has interpreted
this tale in a wonderful way. He has’
compared Jam-Tamachi with God who
knows no pride and favours the humble
and modest creatures like Nuri. The
question of birth or profession does
not count with Him. Verily,in the
words of the famous poet, Sadi;
“Humility is the characteristic of those
who attain perfection, for, when
the rider reaches his goal, he gets
down.”

BALANCED DIET
By
S. Chaudhry

These are the days of food scarcity.
Practically, every one in India feels
the effects of food shortage. Mal-
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nutrition, the attendant discases and
epidemics are leaving a tragic trail
of human misery behind.
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Food is a source of cnergy and
. over required encrgy has to be
ctived  from food. Due to cease-
-~~~ working of the heart, lungs, brain,
~-er and kidneys, the tissues get
. rn out and these have to be rebuilt
~w proper type of food.

If the diet is well-balanced, digest-
-nie, assimilable and brings a sense
+1 satisfaction and well-being, the
wutrition of the body is well main-
~:ined. In its absence the normal
“unctioning of the body-mechanism
z=ts a set back. In planning your
1aily diet protein foods are of primary
;:portance. Proteins are the builders
fthe body. These proteins can be
izrived from vegetables, soya beans,
nuts, wheat and especially from wheat
zerm (dalia). If a few eggs and milk
zre added to these proteins, better
results can be obtained.

Next to proteins come fats,
carbohydrates and minerals which can
be found in fresh leafy vegetables and
fruits etc. All these are equally
important for keeping the body in
proper order. Unfortunately, our
daily food is presented to wus in
packets, bottles and tins, refrigerated,
chemically treated and even adulte-
rated. Such commercialized products
of to-day are dangerous for health.
Fresh fruits and green vegetables are
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essential in much larger quantitics
than are actually used, if health is
to be maintained aud in some cases o
be regained. If you want to derive
the maximum benefit from the food
you eat, quite apart from the quantity
you eat, it must be as pure, as natural
and as unspoilt as possible. Ifyou
want bread, for instance, then let it
be a bread containing whole wheat,
not just pure starch. Again, if you
want butter or ghee—and you should
have it—then let it be real butter ;
not the adulterated product sold as
butter. Do not think that because
something tastes nice, it is, therefore,
good food. If you want to go out to
dinner sometimes—order  simple
dishes ; they will be less harmful.

Excessive drinking of stimulants
i.e., tea and coffee etc. has bad effects
upon the system and leads to numerous
dietetic troubles in the long run.
A cup of light tea, once a day, with
a little sugar will do no harm. The
drinking of any liquid, even water,
along with meals, is not a very good

habit. It interferes with the digestive
process by diluting the digestive
juices. The best time to drink water

is one or two hours afterwards. Thus
the saying: “your health is made or
marred in the kitchen”, contains
nothing but truth.
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The Zonal Councils - An Experiment

By Shri V.N. Khanna

The Constitution of the Republic of
India is unique in many respects. The
framers of the Constitution studied
the working of many important
constitutions of the world before fina-
lizing the pattern of the Government
of India. The fathers of the Consti-
tution could not give it a final shape
due to circumstances and left certain
matters to be finalized later.

India is a Union of States. It is
a federation. During the British days
the country was a unitary State.
Though the Govt. of India Act, 1935,
had envisaged a federation yet the
circumstances never permitted the
establishment of a federal government.
Provinces were granted autonomy but
the condition laid down in the Act that
the federation would not be inaugurat-
ed unless at least half of the total
number of native States (also at least
half the population of all the native
States) agreed to join. The states
did not show any enthusiasm and con-
sequently the Act of 1919 remained
in force at the Centre right upto the
day of Independence—with, of course,
certain alterations.

The Indian Independence Act,
1947, divided British India into two
parts, viz., Dominion of India and of
Pakistan. The paramountcy of the
Crown over the Indian Native States
was allowed to lapse and the states
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were left free either to join India
or Pakistan or to declare their inde-
pendence. That was a very awkward
position for India, inasmuch as there
were about 600 such States. 1f these
States declared their independence,
what would be the position of India.
This was the supreme thought in the
minds of Indian statesmen. Some
people  felt the British Government
had purpocsely done that because they
wanted to show that Indians were
unable to run the administration.

It was India’s good luck that we
had such a noble and able leader as
Sardar Patel at the helm of affairs at
that time. The ‘Iron Man’ immedi-
ately rcalized the situation and started
negotiations with the Princes. He
convinced them that it was in the
interest of both the Princes and the
country that the native States should
merge with the rest of India. The
Home Minister achieved remarkable
success and within a couple of months
all but three States (Hyderabad, Kash-
mir and Junagadh) had joined India.
The ‘Balkanization’ was not allowed
in the country. The nation was saved
from a very big disaster. Big States
were merged as single units (e. g.
Mysore) and others were either merg-
ed with the neighbouring provinces or
they were allowed to form their unions
(like Rajasthan) and such Unions were
made units of the Federation.
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Constitution-making was in pro-
—w=3: and the fathers thought it fit to
+:2zoiish a federation on the following
2. The provinces, States and
Zin :ot States were all given the
= -S:ates’ and these ‘States’ became
=z I India. But all the States
-2 Z:vided into four categories, viz.,

1"’1 i ‘.

Ilf

-

i t

z:r1'A" States — All the former Bri-
tish India provin-
ces, such as U.P,,
Punjab, Bombay,

Part ‘B’ States — The bigger native
States as Mysore,
Hyderabad and
Unions of States,
like Rajasthan.

Part <C’ States — Former Chief Com-
missioners’ Provin-
ces like Delhi and
some native States,
as Bhopal.

Part ‘D’ States — The Andaman &
Nicobar Islands.

There is a division of powers and
the Union Government is competent to
administer subjects of All India impor-
tance and others are administered by
the State Governments.  Certain
subjects were put under concurrent
jurisdiction. Part C & D States were
directly administered by the Union
Government.

But this was not the final system.
Certain States were as big as U.P. or
Bombay and others were assmall as
Coorg or Ajmer. The head of an ‘A’
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State was a Governor whereas ‘B’
States were under Rajpramukhs. In
1953, the then Home Minister, Dr.
Katju, announced the appointment of
a three-man ‘States Re-organization
Commission” under the chairmanship
of Justice Fazl Ali. The Commission
recommended the abolition of the
existing categories of States and
created smaller number of composite
States for the sake of better and less ex-
pensive administration and better lin-
guistic divisions of the country. After
prolonged discussions the Parliament
finally passed the S.R. Act, 1956. The
institution of Rajpramukhs was aboli-
shed. Smaller States were merged
with bigger ones. Certain States were
broken up and parts merged with
other States, Ultimately 14 States
were established. Six smaller units
were allowed separate existence but
they are now known as the ‘Union
Territories’ and are directly adminis-
tered by the Government of India.

All this has been done to give a
proper shape to the Union of India.
The biggest problem of India is lack
of unity. It is this problem which
has always brought disaster to the
country. This problem is once again
visible in the country. The country
is unfortunately developing a multi-
party system. The existence of
governments of different parties in
the States and at the Centre cannot be
avoided.

The main thing that the leaders
kept in mind, naturally, was to estab-
lish certain institutions which could
create a sense of unity and at the same
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time maintain separate entity of
the various States.

The division of powers as laid down
" by the Constitution has given a very
strong position to the Centre. The
appointment of State Governors by the
Union President and assumption of
Emergency powcrs establish the supre-
me position of the Union Government.
The leaders of the Government, while
introducing the States Reorganization
Bill, must have thought of still further
strengthening Central control over the
States and to bring about inter-State
cooperation.  That is why a new
political institution, viz., ‘“Zonal Coun-
cils’ has been established, This is a
new cxperiment in the science of
Government. Never before in any
country such an institution has been
tried. This is something which main-
tains States’ autonomy and yet
increases Central control.

The fourteen States of the Union
have been grouped up together in five
arecas ; in other words, the Union has
been divided into five zones. They
are '—

1. The Northern :-—
Zone

Comprising of
the States of
Punjab, Rajas-
than and
Jammu & Kash-
mir and the
Union territor-
ies of Delhi &
Himachal Pra-
desh.

2. The Central Zone—Uttar

Pradesh
and  Madhya
Pradesh States.

3. The Eastern Zone—Assam, West

Bengal, Bihar

& Orissa and

the Union

Territories of

Manipur and
Tripura.

4. The Western Zone—Bombay  and
Mysore.

5. The Southern — Andhra Pradesh .

Zone Madras and
Kerala.

A Zonal Council has been establish-
ed for each Zone but it must be made
clear that these Councils are not
Governments in any way. They are
coordinating agencies betwcen the
Centre and the different States within
a Zone. They don’t have any force as
such. They. are advisory. bodies.
Whatever is decided—it may be a
majority decision—is rather a recom-
mendation to the Governments of
the States within that Zone. The
Governments are free to accept the
decisions or not.

Let us see the composition of these
Councils. Each Council consists of
the following :—

(A) Chief Ministers of the States
within that Zone.

(B) Two other Ministers from each
State within the Zone (nomi-
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nated by the respective Gover-
nors)

(C) One Union Minister nominated
by the President ; and

(D) two persons nominated by the
President, from each Union
territory in case there is a

Union territory within a Zone.

Besides these members each Coun-
il has certain advisers viz. Chief
Seccretary of each State, Development
Commissioner of each State within
the Zone and a nominee of the Plann-
ing Commission.

The Union Minister, nominated by
the President, is always the Chairman
of the Council and the Chicf Ministers
of States within the Zone are Vice-
Chairmen for one ycar by rotation.
As far as practicable meetings take
place in the capitals of the respective
States by rotation.

At present the Union Home Mini-
ster, Pt. G. B. Pant, is the nominee of
the President on all the five Councils
and hence he presides over the meet-
ings of these Councils. This is a very
important factor, because if the Union
Home Minister is the Chairman of the
Council, he will certainly try (he may
not be successful) to see that the
views of the Union Government are
accepted by the various States. Parti-
cularly if the same party is running
the administration both in the States
concerned and at the Centre, it is
obvious that the centre will make the
States agree to its proposals. More-
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over, there is always arepresentative
of the Planning Commission as adviser
to the Council. He can also infuecnce
the decision, to howsoever small
degree this may be, of the Council in
accordance with the policy of tho
Union Government and the Planning
Commission.

The primary function of the Zonal
Councils is coordiration, and coopera-
tion in the development programmes
of different States within a Zone. The
scheme has got its utility from the
cconomic point of view. I do not
deny this fact. But this article is
written from the Political (and Con-
stitutional) point of view. Looking
from this angle one cannot help feehnﬂ
that it is a clear step in the direction
of strengthening the already strong
Centre. There can be a differcnce of
opinion on this point but I fecl that the
presence of the Union Home Minister
does influence the State Ministers, to
agree to certain views of the centre.
If there is one State in a Zone which
has a Communist Government, as in
Kerala, and the other two States have
Congress Governments and the Union
Home Minister is a Congress Leader,
in that case it is very difficult to take
a unanimous decision and if a decision-
is taken by majority and Kerala
accepts the views against its wishes
(though the States are free to ignore a
majority or even a unanimous decision
because after all it isa recommenda-
tion) it will mean that India is almost a
Unitary State. 1If, on the other hand,
Kerala does not accept this recom-
mendation, then the Zonal Councils
seem to be useless institutions because
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if only the Congress Governments were
to agree to a common programme, it is
not due to Zonal Councils but because
they belong to the same party.

Actually this is an experiment and
we have to wait and see what its fate
will be. At present, the Councils are
taking unanimous decisions primarily
because, except in Kerala, there is the
rule of the same party. The Councils
at present, do not seem to be of any
great importance. The decision taken
by certain Councils, e.g., by the
Eastern Zone for the establishment of
a Common Reserve Police, shows the
tendency towards centralization. It

seems that the 14 States will give place
to 5 States. But nothing can be said
with certainty because the situation
might completely change if different
parties acquire power in different
States.

As things go at present, I feel they are
certainly taking the country towards
further centralization and strengthen-
ing the Unitary elements of our federal
policy. As I said, it is an experiment.
At least I take it in that sense. Let
us see what results do they bring.
May b2, we may be able to contribute
something to the Art and Science of
Government. Let us hope for the good.

METHOD IN SCIENCE

Shri V.N.

Science in the twentieth century
has virtually performed miracles. The
tremendous progress made by it has
vastly influenced various fields of
knowledge, our modes of thinking and
in fact the whole of civilization. The
advent of nuclear bombs, the firing of
inter-continental missiles and the
hurling of sputniks in the outer space
are some of the startling inventions of
far reaching consequence. What is
more amazing is not the result of this
progress but the rapidity with which
this progress has been made. For the
last three thousand years or more man
has been trying to unravel the secrets
of Nature. At no time in the history
of science there has been any dearth
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of genius. Is there, then, a specific
reason as to the astonishing pace of
progress of science in this century ?
The answer is in the affirmative, for
what is of great importance in the
acquirement of knowledge is the
method in science.

It is not easy to define scientific
method. Tt is a collective term denot-
ing various processes by the aid of
which sciences are built up. In a wide
sense any mode of investigation by
which impartial knowledge is acquired
may be termed as scientific method.
Scientific method does not only
mean experimental method. It is
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: roper blend of technological and

> [

_:.al method.

The Greeks made progress in
—iri~us branches of arts and science
< =2 2,500 years ago. Their civiliza-
2i:n was one of the most glorious
ivilizations in the ancient times.
= -wever, this civilization declined,
I .owed by the Dark Ages; the down-
Zz2: being from the scientific point of
—=w mainly due to a defective scien-
=inc method. The Greeks were na-
zural philosophers and born think-
S Although  they  discarded
preconceived ideas and deduced a
s-ientific system from their knowledge
~{ Nature alone, their knowledge was
rot wholesome.  Their method in
svience was what we call the deductive
method. They started from very few
facts of common knowledge from
which thoy deduced a principle in term
of which they could explain funda-
mental problems of life and death,
nature of thought and origin of the
world. They did not perform a crucial
experiment to test a physical theory.
The fact of finding a consistent expla-
nation was enough for them and as
such their method was weak due to
neglect of details.

Aristotle, the great genius of that
time, in spite of contributing a lot to
society and science (particularly biolo-
gical sciences) taught some faulty
doctrines like ‘Nature abhors vacuum’
and ‘heavy bodies fall sooner than the
light ones’, without performing any
experiment.  This hindered the pro-
sress of physical sciences for a consi-
derable time to come. Similarly
Galen, a noted surgeon of the Roman
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period described human anatomy
wrongly without dissecting a human
body. He asserted that heart distri-
buted pure blood both in arteries and
veins, that there was an opening in
the interventricular septum in the
heart, and that blood flew even in
nerves !

Thales, a noted Greek philosopher,
predicted correctly a number of solar
eclipses without knowing what an
eclipse was. He did not even know
the nature and position of various
heavenly bodies like the sun, the moon,
the stars and the various planets
including the carth. His findings
were based upon a vast experience
accumulated over thousands of years
and obtained by constant trial and
error. Here is an example of wrong
method leading to correct results.
However, Thale’s findings and method
could not further solve the mysteries
of Nature. The criterion of a correct
scientific method is that knowledge
acquired through it must give impetus
to further acquirement of knowledge.

The world was engulfed in the Dark
Ages for more than one thousand
years. This was the age of narrow
outlook and ignorance dominated by
the authority of Aristotle and Galen.
The  15th century A. D. saw
the spark of the Renaissance, A great
genius like Leonardo da Vinci was
born and forgotten. Francis Bacon
laid down the principles of a new
scientific method in his famous look
“Novum Qrganum.  Thereafter, the
minds of the scientists were fired with
a new spirit of enquiry. There was a
general feeling of not relying upon the
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authority of the past but of perform-
ing experiments and verifying things
for oneself. Copernicus, Tycho Brahe
and Kepler created a revolution in
astronomy proving that the earth is
not the centre of the universe, but
revolves round the Sun. Veralins
contradicted Galen on the structure
of the human body. Harvey, by his
impartial findings, discovered the
circulation of blood. Galileo’s dis-
covery of the laws of falling bodies
and Torricelli’s discovery of atmos-
pheric pressure were a final blow to
Aristotelianism. Newton discovered
the law of Universal Gravitation. All
these are brilliant examples of the new
scientific method. In chemistry, the
Phlogiston theory was overthrown by
brilliant researches of Lavoisier.
Science progressed by leaps and
bounds after that with a definite turn
towards modernity.

The achievements of the scientists
of the 18th and the 19th Centuries
have been spectacular, but more impor-
tant is the method by which they
worked. It is their method that has
laid the foundations of modern science.
This method has finally given shape
to what we call modern or ‘inductive
scientific method’. But for the evolu-
tion of this method, famous researches
by Pasteur and Koch, and the dis-
covery of penicillin by Fleming would
not have been possible. The steps by
which science advances and which
comprise the modern scientific method
are as follows :

1. Observation :-— Careful collection
of available facts ;
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measurements and

calculations.

2. Hypothesis :— Tenative assumption
made from these
facts.

3. Experiments :--Testing  of these
facts within light of
these  assumptions
and deciding Dbet-
ween alternate ex-
planations.

A hypothesis con-
firmed by experi-
ments, takes the
shape of a theory
which stands the
test of time by fur-
ther  confirmation
and by deduction of
further effects from
it. Tt is tested and
re-tested by experi-
ments.

4. Theory :—

Let me illustrate these steps by a
simple example. You observe some
water drops outside a glass of cold
water. Your curiosity is aroused if
this water comes from inside the glass
or from outside. You reason, and
commonsense tells you that it might
come from outside. Now you test
this hypothesis by taking a glass of
hot water as well. You observe that
water appears only on the cold glass.
You deduce and theorize that differ-
ence of temperature between the atmos-
phere and cold water causes conden-
sation of water vapours of air on
the outside of the cold glass. This is
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s=1=sted by taking a glass of hot water
-:r steam from a kettle. Water
Trsappear on the outside of hot
z.:=: due to condensation of still hot-
--r vapours. This is a crucial experi-
=7 which establishes the truth that
-z zatmosphere contains water vapours
=zich condense on matter when the
--perature is lowered. Then you
-=r=ralize that water goes to the at-
= csvhere from rivers, ponds, drying
..... thes ete. under the action of the
:=. and helps in cloud formation.
- =:- clouds condense on meeting air
- . = --mperature and cause rain.

]

Ev:ry  theory requires a control
:zz-riment to prove its truth. Colom-
- .+ liscovered America by testing the
<= rv that the earth is round. A
- cel of atom was successfully for-
= ;-.rded by Rutherford according to

-rrect scientific method. Geiger, his
T 1p11 was working on scattering of
:.pha particles. He found that a thin
A;umlmum foil universally scattered
» considerable number of these parti-
-ies from a radioactive source by 90
segrees. A strong electric field was

~ceded for such a deflection, and how
<uch an enormous field existed in
Aluminium foil baffled Rutherford.
He rechecked the experimental results
several times and finally came to the
conclusion that alpha particles travell-
ing in a straight line and passing th-
rough matter did not simply push the
atoms aside or swerve to avoid them,
but they actually passed through the
atoms. This could only be possible if
atoms were not solid particles but like
a solar system, and the alpha particles
must pass through the gap between the
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core and the revolving portion of the
atom. The hypothesis: that atom
consists of a positive nucleus and nega-
tive electrons revolve round it, was
put forward in 1911. This became a
theory to be expressed in the Ruther-
ford-Bohr model of atom. It with-
stood the test of time explaining many
results and phenomena. From ex-
periments to theory, with theory con-
firmed by experiments, has been the
key to the progress of science. In the
‘inductive method’ one has to measure
wings of thousands of flies, and from
masses of insignificant facts general
principles like the laws of heredity
are deduced which are further rigorous-
ly checked by experiments.

The history of science teaches us
one thing of great importance. To
explain certain phenomena, one theory
may replace another in the light of
new facts, but tlie experimental results
are facts of permanent value. For
example, the quantum theory (that
particles are wave packets) has given
another model of atom which has re-
placed the Rutherford-Bohr model,
because it explains many results
better. All the same, this remains an
established fact that alpha particles
in a thin Aluminium foil are scattered
by 90 degrees. This fact will not
change with time.

To conclude, scientific method is
an exacting discipline which demands
that a scientist must not take any-
thing for granted, lay aside all his
prejudices, marshal his facts without
fear or favour, frame his hypothesis
accordingly and verify results.



A TRUE

STORY :

( a short story )

By Shri C.L. Nahal

Naresh Kumar was a historian by
profession, but an artist by tempera-
ment.

He worked as a technical assistant
in the National Archives. He was an
extremely good scholar and was res-
pected for this by his colleagues and
superiors. He was an ideal reader.
His bookshelves were stocked, in addi-
tion to massive volumes of History,
with books on practically all subjects.
Most of his spare time was devoted
particularly to the study of Literature
and Painting, which were his speciali-
ties outside his own field. His inter-
est was not confined to mere passive
familiarity. He wrote, he drew. Some
of his short stories had appeared in
well-known periodicals. In the latter
field he had even acquired professional
reputation of a certain degree as a
landscape painter. Already a small
exhibition of his paintings had been
arranged at the National Archives by
a group of his friends; his pictures had
won prizes in local competitions. It
was obvious that he was a man with
a creative imagination.

Few of his friends knew that Nar-
esh Kumar was preoccupied with a
strange whim. It was his passion to
write stories based on absolute facts.
He had been brought up on the faith
that this God’s universe was full of
strange and wonderous things. He, there-
fore did not see why the literary artist
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should have to resort to contrivan-
ces and manipulations to please his
readers. Whenever he read anything,
he could straightaway see where
the writer was taking liberties with
the theme, twisting things, managing
‘effects’.  He wondered why nobody
had taken events from actual life and
put them down as they were. “Facts
are stranger than fiction” was not a
mere proverb”’, he believed. Every-
where, all around him, he saw: a
multiplicity of life, thousands upon
thousands of people on the move.
Surely, there must be stories, fascinat-
ing stories behind their apparently
dumb visages. Surely, they must be
making history all the time. He
made it his ambition to portray things
from this river of life, without any
addition, or alteration.

He was flabbergasted at the results.
Even with the best efforts, he failed to
find interesting plots from real life.
He had been moved to tears earlier
when he had watched lonely, scared
faces in public, preoccupied with them-
selves, muttering to themselves: “My
God, what tragedies lie behind their
lives!” What are they so worried
about ?”’ he would ask himself. When
he saw them leaping and jumping and
giggling, he thought, “Now, what is it ?
What is the mystery, the glorious
episode ?”” It was shocking for him to
learn on closer examination that the
sneer, the sigh, or the smile was pro-
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T - . o nothing more than a trivial-
- Ifat all there were any tragedies
= - =-.dies underlying their existence,

---= were of a routine, flat nature

%-_.~ no author could have made use
-7 2 material for an engaging work of

Z- did not give in easily. He
. <=1 at these people carefully and
~=~1 down most of the things that
z: saw in them: their expression,
--=ir dress, their mannerisms. He
~::crved the way they greeted each
-zer, the way they shook hands, the
—:v they talked. @ He would stop
—=er a tree and watch them come
:271 2o by him ; he sat in public places
1.1 scrutinized their faces ; he listened
- their personal tales with sympathy
:~.d inquisitiveness.

But he was not impressed. He
=ot only found their lives of a drab,
sordid nature ; they were drab in their
zppearance, drab in their dress and
drab in their manners. They won’t
put on clean clothes, they won’t shave,
they won’t keep to their word. Most
o»f them blew their noses in public,
belched loudly, and scratched them-
selves all over their body in an un-
ashamed manner. Though they talked
of religion and God at times ; at other
times their language was full of filth
and abuse of the lowest order. It
appeared as if they were nothing more
than biological creatures, with blind

biological urges and subhuman interests.

Courage, morality and manlincos were
platitudes which played but little part
in their day to day life.
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Surely, it became clear to Naresh
Kumar now that no one could write
stories about such characters, with
practically nothing interesting in their
lives to hang on to. He now under-
stood with sympathy the artifices
which the writers employed to make
life look beautiful and charming. He
almost became a convert in his views.

And then for a while he completely
forgot this phobia of his : to hunt for
stories in actual life.

He had fallen in love.

He met Aruna Das at a social
gathering at the National Archives.
They were introduced to each other

.by Mrs. Renuka Pandey, a dull un-

impressive colleague of his at the
office.

She had
Naresh.”

said, ‘“‘Aruna, this is

When Naresh looked up, he found
a pretty, companionable-looking young
lady standing before him. She
appeared to be in her twenties ; fairly
tall and extremely healthy. They
shook hands according to the Western
fashion, and Naresh found that she
was soft and warm. She was not
very sharp of features, but her eyes
sparkled with liveliness. She had a
prim, golden flesh and Naresh tried
to visualize it stretching it all over
her slim, resilient body. She appear-
ed a monument of grace in every
direction. He held her hand a little
longer than necessary and by the time
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he released it he had been deeply

touched by her superior beauty.

“I understand, you are a great
scholar !’ She said smiling.

“Well 1—’
what to say.

' Naresh didn’t know

“And a painter too !”’

“T somehow keep myseclf busy,” he
finally replied.

“Good !’

They nodded to cach other and she
drifted to other groups. There were
many there eager to seek her company
and she appeared to be only too will-
ing to oblige them. But her nut-
brown eyes often wandered towards
Naresh, and whenever their gaze met
she gave him a kind, sweet smile.

Naresh was not a man given to
sentimentalism. But he became a
fond admirer of Aruna.

He resisted himself in the begin-
ning. He tried to interest himself in
other things. He told himself that
he was a big fool to be enamoured
of a chit of a girl whom he had met
just once in life. He made an effort
to think of some flaw in her, and when
he remembered that she had been a
bit too free with .men, he magnified it
to convince himsélf that she would
not make the type of wife he wanted
for himself. He had earlier resisted
many attempts by ensnaring females
to make a slave of him, and he could
see no rcason why he should not save
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himself from this petty, bourgeois
emotion this time also. He considered
all this, but she continued to come in
his mind again and again and disturb
his tranquillity. And, then finally, he
let himself go.

He had no means of knowing her
intimately and for days he brooded
over it. But slowly, he picked up the
threads of her life. And what he
learnt about her completely baffled
him.

She was the daughter of a rich
man, ‘olling in thousands.” She was
the only child of her parents. They
had a big ancestral house and a lot of
other property. She was highly edu-
cated and accomphshed ; she was the
life of partiesin Delhi. She regularly
visited the fashionable clubs with her
parents. She played tennis. She
could swim. She was a good hand at
cards. She was a proficient ballroom
dancer. She could play on the piano.
She could sing.

She drove her own, private, small
car.

She liked costly clothes. She went
to her hair-dresser every fortnight.
No one had ever seen her in the same
pair of shoes twice during the course
of a day.

She had a separate account in the
bank and carried a small cheque-book
in her bag.

Naresh gathered all this information
from various sources. The more he
knew about her the more dismayed he
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:=.7 zuout himself. For where was
= - = pe for a modestly provided
7. ... man, coming of an average
..+« to be united to this princess of
<z- Zairy land, he asked himself. He

He

=+ of forcing himself on her.
242 =iz zelf from her.

=- despaired, he became sad, he
:~ xme nervous. He lost his former
- ¢ wer himself and felt the charm
.= sidpping out of his hands. Years
7 -riining and discipline kept him
..... doing anything foolish which
— z:7 ruin his reputation. But his
~..v became a mere carcase of his
z:7o-r vigour. Even his daily work
:7v=ared a great burden to him, and it
=:s with some difficulty that he drag-
z=1 en with it.

Once he came face to face with
Aruna in the city’s big market centre,
z=1 he stood tongue-tied, fumbling,

“How are you, Mr. Kumar ?” Tt
=zs she who addressed him first.

“Thank you! How are you ?”’ He

“~ked.

The shop assistant stood alongside,
I-aded with parcels of purchases.

Aruna prolonged the meeting.

“Are you painting anything these
days ?

“Nothing much.”

“Why don’t you do a portrait of
mine ?”’  She asked, half in joke.
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Out of courtscy he saw her to her
car, and before stepping in she gave
him her hand to say good-bye.
Naresh again had the feeling of soft-
ness and warmth creeping up his body.
She stood staring at him for a while
and then drove away without looking
back.

And then, during the course of the
next three months, he met her acci-
dently at a number of places. Once
in a picture-house, once in an art
gallery, once at Mrs. Renuka Pandey’s
place and once in a bookshop.

Everytime they met they spent at
least half an hour together ; some-
times even an hour. They would just
wander around, or sit somewhere.
They talked of casual routine things.
Naresh tried to be smart and told her
jokes and witty anecdotes.  She
showed amusement at what he said,
even though often it was stale and
hackneyed. He briefly narrated his
past to her, told her where he was
born, how he grew up, where he
studied. All this was said very halt-
ingly though, for he was never his
natural self in her presence. She
looked at him wistfully and appeared
deeply intcrested. She encouraged
him to talk more.

They came to know each other
rather well. Aruna prompted him to
address her by her first name by say-
ing ‘Naresh’ when she accosted him.
While crossing a busy road, she casu-
ally took his arm. She prodded him
with the weight of her heavy limbs
when she sat close to him on the same
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sofa in a restaurant one evening, She
once touched him with the tips of her
fingers and said admonishingly that
he was a very silent man. She even
took him to her house and introduced
him to her parents as her ‘friend’.

While this gratified Naresh, he
could not bring himself to speak to
her of his love. For whereas she was
good to him, he saw that she was
good like that to many others. Meeting
people, being social, was something
so natural to her. She was born to
this regal, majestic behaviour and he
was just one of her acquaintances.
During this period he had not had
really one arranged meeting with her,
Somehow they ran into each other
and she was nice and kind to him.
~He had no reasons to feel flattered at
any special favours shown to him.

This state of tension could not
have lasted long for Naresh. He
would have gone mad.

So one day he wrote to her briefly,
asking her to dinner at the Alps. She
replied by the return post, accepting
the invitation.

This dinner was a poor affair. He
had reserved a table in one corner,
which through some oversight was
allowed to be occupied by another
group. They got a small table in the
centre, next to the Juke Box, and
throughout while they were eating,
the machine kept pouring out music
which Naresh thought was too noisy
and banal He couldn’t eat much,
spilled a glass of water on the table,
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and later apologized so profusely that
people on the nearby tables looked
up. He became irritated with the
bearer, thought he was too slow, and
summoned the butler and dictated the
rest of the order to him.

Aruna appeared to be unaffected
by all this. She looked charming and
self-possessed as usual. and sat swal-
lowing her food through her pretty
mouth. She had the aroma of laven-
der around her, which intoxicated
Naresh. A thin, small rose-bud,
tucked in her heavy bosom, was
faintly visible through her sari. Most
of the time her hands were busy, lift-
ing one thing or the other. This
stretched, creased, relaxed her clothes
alternately, which were lying loose
and comfortable on her body. On some
occasions, therefore, she became a
paragon of curves ; on others a vague
bundle of pretty points; still on others
just an elegant, household female.
All the while she ate with relish,
munched the salad, and tried to
converse with Naresh. Her eyes
rested on him and noticed his awk-
wardness. But she went on enjoying
herself, apparently ignoring him.

When coffee had been served
Naresh could hold himself no longer,
and said abruptly :

“Look, Arnna, it may sound un-
pleasant to you, and I hope you may
forgive me for this, but I am deeply
in love with you.”

He didn’t stop until he had finished.
He didn’t have the courage to look at
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w-r . the tace and rested his eyes
~ — <= z-re on her lap. She kept quiet
.2 suspended all movement ; she
= Z.. 2ze he wanted to say more.

‘I =m not half your equal in any-
But will you marry me?”, he
suptly once again.

- - -

KD o:C

== then nervously looked at her.
~>= was staring at him with her eye-
"%~ raised, a quizzical smile on her
~7=. Naresh waited breathlessly.
>. w.yv the smile spread, broke into a
zm.o. her features relaxed and she
z=x7-d a deep sigh. She played
: =il with her spoon for a while,
x~ . Naresh saw her flushed for the
==-< time. Very quietly, she answer-

Well, of course, you silly !”

[t was only after they were marri-

—:-i that Naresh learnt the truth of

: matter Aruna had been ardently

zched to him all along. Even

ore she had known him she had

’.~ rd of him from Mrs. Pandey, and

=1 seen some of his paintings. And

-er they had met, it had been almost
= a school-girl’s crush.

“- “‘ '

““All these meetings that took place

=tween us accidently, do you think

<=y were by sheer chance ?”, she
:<ked him one day.

“You silly, I was following you
~herever you went. I planned those
<ncounters !”’ '

““Really?” Naresh couldn’t belicve
“is ears.
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“So what ? You proved yourself
to be so inefficient in the matter,”
she said, looking at him affection-
ately.

“Remember when you had seen
me in my car one afternoon ?”’

“Yes ?”’ He was prepared for any
surprise by now.

“I was all along hoping that you
wouid ask me for a hft or would like
to come in with me.’

“I was scared of you, Aruna.” He
spoke the simple truth.
“That I could see. That’s why I

decided to take things in my hands.”
She added with a coy smile, “I have
always got what I have wanted in
life. Even my parents all along knew
that I wished to marry you.”

“But, Aruna !’ said Naresh, draw-
ing her closer, “You had so many
suitors ; rich and presentable. Why
me particularly ?”

She didn’t answer him immediate-
ly. She snuggled upto him and
softly kissed him. After a while, she
replied, “You were different from
others.”

Naresh basked in this sunshine of
love and plenty that had suddenly
flooded his life. His material pros-
pects and his whole future were
changed. He felt that.

He didn’t think about it as he
went through his honeymoon, almost
soaked in jam. But when the first
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flush of conjugal bliss had subsided a
little, it suddenly struck him one
morning that here was a miracle he
had been looking for all his life. Here
was an adventure, a non-such-romance
in real life, ending happily. So, after
all, facts could be stranger than
fiction. Lifc did really carry poten-
tialities for wonderful tales. Human
beings were not so humdrum, after

all.

And he sat down, and wrote the
story of his romance, and sent it to a
literary Editor for publication. It
was with some pride that he explained
that it was a true story to the last
detail.

The story was accepted, but with
remarks which rather disconcerted
Naresh. The Editor had written
back, good humouredly though, that
it was a bit too good to be true.

The Problem of Unemployment in India

By Shri S, P. Kapoor

The problem of unemployment is
most baffling. It is not possible to
discuss it in details within the limited
scope of this piece of writing. I will,
therefore, deal with it in mere
outline.

“The problem of finding employ-
ment for all the able bodied persons
willing to work is a problem common
to all countries —advanced as well as
industrially backward —although the
causes and the extent of such un-
employment may differ from country
to country.” (The National Planning
Commission.)  Unemployment is a
contagious disease. It tends to spread
fast from the advanced countries to
the backward ones.

The problem is not new to India.
Of late, however, it has attracted
public attention. The outbreak of
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the Second Great War provided a
partial solution. But that was an
abnormal phenomenon. At the
present moment, public mind is con-
siderably agitated over the evergrow-
ing unemployment in spite of the
completion of the First Five Year
Plan and the Second Five Year Plan
in operation. Ordinarily, in India,
we find millions floating hither and
thither in search of jobs.

In India, the problem exists in the
following forms: (A) (i) agricultural
unemployment, (i) industrial un-
employment (iiiy  unemployment
among the educated ; (B) (i) seasonal
unemployment  (ii) chronic under-
employment and (iii) cyclical un-
employment in primary industries,

Unfortunately, these are no reli-
able statistics to judge the magnitude
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vioyment in the country. On

=1 iz of an enquiry by the
N i Sample Survey, the Planning
ooz zission estimates  urban  un-
=r - ment at 2.8 millions. To this
=7 e added the new entrants to
-z- uruan labour force. It is esti-
T:-: that during the Second Plan

;r:_ < about 3.8 millions would be
t::-:on this account. According to
S Al vucultural Labour Enquiry in
120251, rural unemployment was
< i the order of 2.8 millions. The
=<=imat d new entrants to the rural
ar force would be 6.2 millions.
. the problem before us is to pro-
1= additional employment to 5.3
=—:...'ns existing unemployed and the
—~2:mated 10 millions new entrants.

|r/:‘

Besides, the problem of educated
z-employed is menacing. It is at
ttesent aggravated. The  educated
--mployed is a dangerous person.
-— nurses a sense of personal injury
=1 imperils the social order.

The course of unemployment
:mong the educated youth is the too
.werary character of education. The
Imdian universities are producing
sraduates and  matriculates at a
sremendous speed. Since 1947-48,
"mtriculates have increased by about

13095, intermediates by 1009%,, and
won-professional degree holders by
zhout 669,. Sir George Anderson,
zhe President of the Punjab Un-
-mplovment  Committee of 1927,
iescribed  the matriculates of our
svstem of education as a ‘“derelict, a
wanderer on the face of the earth,
anemployed because he is unemploy-
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able.” The present system, turns
out no better stuff than indifferent

‘babus’. A diploma is regarded as a
magic passport to  government
service.

According to the National Plan-
ning Commission, the following are
the causes of unemployment in India.

‘(a) the rapid growth of popula-
tion ;

(b) the disappearance of the old
rural industries which provided part
time employment to a large number
of persons in rural areas ;

(¢) inadequate development of the
non-agricultural sector from the point
of view of employment ; and

(d) the large displacement of
population as a result of the partition.”

Each type of unemployment needs
separate remedies.

The task, of controlling the multi-
plication of our population at a rate
of 40 to 45 lakhs a year should engage
our immediate attention. The spread
of education, the emancipation of
women and the kindling of a desire
for a higher standard ofliving will be
useful in this direction. Much more
important is the spread of the know-
ledge of contraceptives. If this is
done, the inexorable march of events,
would gradually bring about a decline
in the birth rate,

Secondly, there is anurgent need
for the expansion of cottage, small
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scale and rural industries which use
more labour per wunit of capital.
India, being poor in capital and rich in
manpower, is eminently suited for the
labour intensive industries such as
mentionad above and not the capital
intensive ones. We should emulate the
example of Japan and China. The
development of certain essential heavy
industries should, of course, be pushed
through ; but there is no reason why
an underdeveloped country like ours
should pursue the same path of in-
dustrialization as was followed by the
U.S. A. or the U.K. We should
experiment to evolve a different eco-
nomy.

Another question raises the issue
of a thorough overhaul of our existing
educational system. There is very
little arrangement for imparting
technical training for the different
types and varieties of work, with the
result that the Indian student has got
to choose between a very limited
number of academic courses, none of
which promises a sure, lucrative
career. This position is in striking
contrast to the system prevalent in
the advanced economies. 1In the
U.K., for instance, only a very
minute fraction of the students
receives regular university training,
the great bulk being diverted to the
technical schools after the Matricula-
tion stage. Psychiatrists are engag-
ed in finding out the aptitude of
students at the age of eleven and at
successive intervals later on.

But a mere change in the educa-
tional system is not enough ; it must
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be accompanied by schemes of econo-
mic development, so that there are
jobs ready for those who come out of
vocational institutions, otherwise we
shall have, instead of unemployed
B.As. and M.A.s., unemployed engi-
neers and other technicians. Such a
situation already exists in India,
particularly in the Kerala State. The
establishment of a few high grade
technical institutes might help to fill
certain superior posts in big projects,
but it cannot produce men and
women who shall kindle the fire of
modern technology in every walk of
life, in fields and small workshops, in
towns and villages.

The Government seem to be fully
alive to the situation and have already
taken steps to meet it. The Planning
Commission formulated an 11-point
programme to combat the ghost of
unemployment. ~ As many of the
educated persons as possible should be
absorbed in the National Extension
Service and in other activities, but
opening useful avenues of employment
prior to the university stage needs
no emphasis. The Government made
a provision of Rs. 175 crores, for the
new schemes to relieve unemployment
in the First Five Year Plan. More
pointed attention has been given to
the problem of unemployment in the
Second Five Year Plan. Creation of
new employment opportunities has
been accepted as one of the major
objectives. The schemes adopted "in
the Plan have been chosen on the
basis of the employment opportunities
they will provide. Generally speaking,
labour intensive schemes have been
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o priority. The Planning Com-  We must evolve an economic system

- -~ cestimate  that  the schemes guarantecing jobs for everybody and

oo sted in the Second Plan would  we must, at the same time raise our

- vile additional employment for standard of living. This is not the

=~ at 30 lakhs of people. task of the economist alone. The

scientist, the educationist, the social

Unemployment is a hydra-headed reformer and many others should also

- ster, and the modern state has contribute their mite towards this goal

" alternative but to attack it on all of building up a happy and prosperous
;-outs with a variety of weapons. India.

THE PARABLE OF SUDAS

Sudas, the gardener, plucked from his tank the last lotus left by the
ravage of winter and went to sell it to the King at the palace gate.

There he met a traveller who said to him, ‘Ask your price for the last
lotus,—1 shall offer it to Lord Buddha.”

Sudas said, “If you pay one golden masha it will be yours.”
The traveller paid it.

At that moment the King came out and he wished to buy the flower,
for he was on his way to see the Lord Buddha, and he thought, “It would be
a fine thing to lay at his feet the lotus that bloomed in winter.”

When the gardener said he had becn offered a golden masha the King
offered him ten, but the traveller doubled the price.

The gardener, being greedy, imagined a greater gain from him for
& . . v . .
whose sake they were bidding. He bowed and said, “I cannot sell this lotus.”

In the hushed shade of the mango grove beyond the city wall Sudas
stood before Lord Buddha, on whose lips sat the sil nce of love and whose eyes
beamed peace like the morning star of the dew-washed autumn.

Sudas looked in his face and put the lotus at his feet and bowed his
head to the dust.

Buddha smiled and asked, “What is your wish, my son ?”
Sudas cried, “The least touch of your feet.”
agore : The Fugitive, No. XI1X
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POSTSCRIPT

Farewell ! thou art too dear for my possessing.
And like enough thou know’st thy estimate :
The charter of thy worth gives thee releasing ;
My bonds in thee are all determinate,
For how do 1 hold thee but by thy granting ?
And for that riches where is my deserving ?
The cause of this fair gift in me is wanting,
And so my patent back again is swerving,
Thyself thou gav’st, thy own worth then not knowing,
Or me, to whom thou gav’st it, else mistaking ;
So thy great gift, upon misprision growing,
Comes home again, on better judgment making,
Thus have I had thee, as a dream doth flatter :

In sleep a King; but waking, no such matter.

Shakespeare : Sonnet No. 87
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gar ) =737 F1 faafaar a3 Frel) SfraT 41 fago-
qroft 7 ag T 92T fAs2eq 0F gurAdT ag
2| =¥ oaf33 JT gUIT FT @@AaT fF@ET
Sy afFT gy &1 g weafafgd @l & 1 g
StaT # fwrsg 37 e quad wEdt F -
wrd FATT w1 IEfAT FIT T AN AT @AAar
2139 AT F AEFFIT FT 98 fazamw gar g
f5 gmmifa®s AT &7 ggear /1T areqfasar 1
ITZAIEHF UF AW €T § FIAT AT FT
gwfas aarar SraAr IAAr g oswvar & grq
grafas IqF GATHEA-AT FT AT JEIT 0T |
FUEATATSHFRIT THT AT &1 AT 9T Safeaq
FIA A AT FHEATT GAFKTT &\ 39 faw gAr
HT FIGEA TG F14T FT 3T IXIT AT § | afes
faeaa ¥ weafx®d SNE FT AT Fidt 2
A T AT weAq A gF g1 mar |
o &1 gafeang Igar § oF fG3Aw gy
greafed a afvafag giar & 1 a1 gEF fgard
¥ gdw &1 wfas g &, gaArd wr s fag
& mreafew gaat &1 ) qrarer #UAT § | qreqd
78 {6 gaorAes ®fFA § ogrwrg 9T ST
ST F1 WERIT §3 99 afgaie aqra & 0 29

3F YFIT G FT HEDT A FURT JAET F1
HrERfTERa T F@r gur A, gurg § gy fag
gIaT & | A1A7-7T ¥ wgarad: w97 93f3F o gu
qAT1ST AT afkaw F wfy @1g Gar g sa#r geda-
AT I qr3T g & #ifE A7 o3 aw &
& UF AT g1 mrAfawg ¥ fAu o¥ @mre ¥
JHAT 9341 8 | afg araifas afefeafaat sfaga
g€ Y sufsq %1 fawre wawz & wmar &1 waua
ararfas afefeafaat 91z fagm@t o gaar-fagaar
FI AT BT IGH gIA AIRTAT AT & | TE HTF-
qu IF GHECITATZF & FIT I FEGIT FT UIT
HIFT FIAT & | AT 7T 539 fqAq0@7 F1 g7 F:37,
Sq afry g, sa¥ fawy syEE FW AT SH
fagFelia amT § gREATAIEE FT FEA 41T 2 |
T TFIT I TAEITAEH GHIT & GFEIE 419 A1
gage (T SaT-geal & fo) faaa ar
T gIET FIAT & |

o s ST &1 Sara A ¥ araaArEy
ATEH FT qFT g IHI gF12 g-siraq 17 ffifasr
& 9fg amAifSF #1 SITEF A7 F GRELATTEE FT
AT A% & | afs wegardy Arew wdg 7 aa-
Faral AR fAfaal &1 §F597 FT 0F FIHWT
S1AT 95T I FHRAT & A qUEATEF qFHIfeAaH
sira &1 Zfosg 37 atar quaa wEal F frafs
F1 AT FI GF AT AT & HIT ZAFIEA 41T
sfraw gaa &1 fzar fAfzee &warsmzar ) =A
SFIT GUEATAEF AEAAIET qifgeq w1 FFAeft gy
YIA qIF IR H@T | gl ok qifas &
qRET JFE AT &1 98T FAQr & agf gaqw
TS HiEAt &1 A AT HIFET FIQT &5 S99
1 ST gAw aAr w®fzar & wfg fagig
FIAT§ | TT FFIX ST F1 quiqafey § qres
FY A A1 (F9TAT F1 9997 797 TITF LA

g
TR (3 A Te awenaEs—
wrw fgefl @ifger § gremAzF &1 w4



sz fzard € @7 2 | 3T 9T FIW AT 1
==-zo1 AR AT qfF97 F1 agaar § | guear-
=TEFIR GRAMAAF AT &1 afaay £1 g
5= qard & Jg-fagtar # gengTEl F1 fAza
Ta7 & | FEgE: g g wAr fAmiw & 94
=7 3| gEEATFIEEFIL 30fad "I A F wWW
=z1AT #1004 T CAACHF F14 & faQ &7 FI@r
£ gfy :1 ¢ fF quEgm@es ww gaar atas
=% fygg gy A & 1 T30 A5 fyaar av 4=
=37 gu Sro AWE faed §—"wis gHEAAES
~F qrg drFfagg 347 raar 7 areqq ¥ g9 9y
51 graey St guIR USAI(TF HR GrarfaF sad
1 azdl g€ quEAri 4 g 98 fugd gw &1 9g@
sifgfers gafa--—oamaae—s fazg sfafzan
SrEg AEf 21 UF WY AR grfgea § FaAm
F99 ¥ FEUFT FIAT AF TIGT €FW FAT A
Zrsrar @ o, ar gad W FQIT AGET F 747
¥ g wiaAr W g3 g9 a1 ag o fF W wv
Fad T At GAR T FT LA HGHATT ATZATE
T T FeqAT AF H AT ¥ O FH AG
g%AT & | WIAFAT Stad &1 fqowamat £ vam
¥ gzid &1 %l F 9T MAMET FT AFAA,
wg al wrEAFar & (FuAqEl F qa SRl A
graarT 33 My afifeafqal § gmsae wafia
Fq §C AW FT | [ g1 ATFAT FHIR HIRA
gfis 9z AR a937 ®F ¥ ;ML 2 | gL JafaaE
amifas ud uFaifas sr37 ¥ dfaat 957 g€ §
frasy @@ar s gar fAear #9481 o sfag
2 fx zaru arfger s =71 afaal 11 gawEa
FfrF s33F W | T9 GFIT AN FZFW agq
g5 WIfaF U FATTAHSF &1 147 AT Tq qZAY
z¢ Wifgsa w17 guEATAIEH] &1 ARFAIT H
gfqcz graeg g 179

Nl

7. mafaw fgedt ares-si Ader, 9o U¥-4s.

37739 IFWH g7 &ez } f gaeqrareF §
T 1q1afaF wrazaFar & gIET SAT F AGAW
0T A AT AfwafFg gidT & 1 gHATAIRFFIT
SitgT & qwAT § 1| 3gar fitfasr ¥ ofy ammfas
FI AWET FICT &, safdq & @rEordd, qure AT
AT F wrsray, =fegi #1 ggogaqar afs F1
SqgMAETE WX FwrERE f¥AW FT gUEr &
JAAT FT FFFITAAT E | 39N fFa1¥ 3797 FT S
afazfier 7197 @ | 29 IFIT GHEATATSF GHATH-
g% s & fau sieasg STy fag gor &

ARETAEF A AfECawan

arfeftas sfaal & Tatza: a1 T I 8 | UF
% 3T IFATHT F1 & 1 7w fagia ¥ wygfa i
EfFs garaar & frg &0’ & wgAd mfuywas
meAfacs (subjective) 1dT & 3T ITFT 9T
HITZ &1 ITAfe FIATZATE | 377 a8 Feqar
FT AT FZW FI AET =gIfaq wagfy g oF
wquitg v #1 faata #war g fya=r =fag gfa
TIZF F1 AR AT FIGT gE 39 A g7 3T
21 7T aw 1 @ifge Fiafzw w1 @ Frex ofe-
WIAT FT FIAA AAT A0AT & F— ey @iy
& A9 § HIAINT TAETT F7 FEAsgAE T
VR T TR A AR F1Eved T oswaEdl
WET STITZ L FTA H FeTAT 9T WIAT IR
geg €1 99@ AT § | W qT M FH qrEg
FAIA AT E 1 3T TR F qUgA FT gIT Hfq
F1 33 Faar & fafgezarmi § wye steq
(aesthetic pleasure) & ®aEasT g1a1 & fa #¥
Fafsas greatyafy & 57 Afge ¥ fa sawan
g\ AT AT FT FIAIZA AgF AL AT HIT A
OIS F IeAA-99 § IAFT F12 AOII1T Z1aT &1
agt arfgeasiz F1 FoTA0 T gWIaAl F fAeae
grar 2|

2. Poetry is the excitement of emotion for the purpose
of immediate pleasure through the medium of beauty”

Coleridge.



za® faadg uF gL wHT F7 q@ifger W1 v=T
STaT & S qraifSE SivaT § GIWT 950 FIAT7 2 )
gifgsgwx AT 1 gufagd £ gy fafEg
[EFTAT & TEAAT GI IAF TU-1GT a5 G173
FIAT § WX ANTF FAegrg & GurT T
gueT FIET & | TATSF g7 F1 I@FT 98 $f37a
2 S3aT & ;T ;WY wOAT wggfa F wreAw ¥ 37
afwendq FIar & 1 SR wYYT FAIST A@IAe
gidt & | gg wifger swafaardt fa=rd & qaumar
gwifad giar & 91X wiates & @A -—"Far &1
stad a1 meEal’’ wrAar @ 1 fEeg Twoaw a7 §
& zfgar arfefeas #gea &Y g1 aFdr g fwad
“gufaafiar qratfss g@Al, eaEdl }IR gl
H1 ARAT 617€-84qT FT ®q {731 Jar F100
59 AW § ¥ Ffgat garueas arfgawr g
St & 1 zm Fife & aifger &Y gwaar & fag
gifgcaw1T &1 qrarfss sfiaq i fG=ed & g9
T &1 AT wfaard & 1 guear 1w 35 AT &
qifged T UF 0T FAFT A@T |

gretgar & faug ¥ $15 us fAfrgg Amae
TN F HTW Afgeq & qeatwa § Fd7 fr gim
gead 781 & Y o 9F1e F Tifzrer ¥ gg
e g afsd gl & fad sron ag e
aifges wgand a1 wfywifall gy 2 1 FaFrag-
&7 qifged & g8 79T acal & AT I GHEAT-
areFi & grfgfia®s w-aral &1 admw frar e
EAT & | T gEIAT & qF ST ArU4r 93 7A€
FI FAAT AMY AT gHEIAERST &1 g7 ¥arfyga
FIT & ST § GHAF-FHT 9T I3T L & |

THEGIAIEF aT AT -—

feedl auEaTATZal T AIRAT HIT 9T IAF
Ffagg gegra A1 fqeqna @17 wqee afefe
2§ =T Arexl § graifys, USAfaw sraedr
T qr=T wEAl & 97 fazig w1 o93fq owm-

TIFAT A Af9F 37 g AT T Fraa faeqa
¥ mytag wgaar 1 ova g‘ gar P?l FZ1 SIaT
g fF =3 410 ¥ fgrdt anearaes a1 15 0 d9@F
i Agl 2 1 &7 asdiaam faw 7 gy agl
TzET gEEAIAT A7 g #7 g faeg fadig &
g3fer wfas v 2 F FRW fwz g & faad
F oY 7E FT T § 0 owew & qEw ¥ oy e
FT AT awdiar qgr fawar o ogf, @a &
TIA GUIA &1 AREAA] AT FF FIAAT F AT
qREITT AE AT €7 ¥ 937 FI9T B 7 WAy

.
el
3

SERIECE 'f-;ﬁ% Arext W o1 fagig v sAfq
FETTFRTT T TAF IT gr SrET & 1 g3 ArigeRa
& greararzaT & 1 afwilsg fagig a1 & 93 SR

MT T FEFIT 7T
warer vtz fE3dn, wg
vﬂ afeafaa gar 2 |

ag AwRE AT mwafgs Segwarfear
(Utilitarianism) garfasar #ix  FIAEATA
staq F1 wfwzafa & @ & AR 0w 9d1q
21 2 | gueAAEEFe faqq & soeama ¥ 491
fas  gftz wre fagw d@wad § genfrar &
ETI7 TAAT £ | AULATAEHFI &I T HIAT T
2 5 =g gwifas g0 ¥ gex 1 syFET Fwifaw
& ¥ FIAT &7 A1TH FT 92T AT MY | 48 g
mAFT sFAr & 05 ows @1 s arfgem ¥ Y
qET AT AT AL FAT I AT SAARIN FT &
nasT wEar 2 1 gz areafqw w7 Fifas a@
AT §; FOIAN, WIAAI AT A& § IF Fg
waaa 980 | ey 38 garfagar & &ar &1 fafg
TEY &1 aFAT | gFfaF qeg FY FEAFA F A
1% faQg 7, favwgg ag ¥E fF sawr
gaifes sguizd & arfea #7197 g T8 | Fha
Frafefos Azeg Atz A § & % ag o
ATV AT qF TN TEIA-HIT FI GF |
fipeg TweamTzF & gar-faes ¥ g9 q@m ar Q@

q AT 50T Fa:”Ff Bz
r‘r} /Iq ? QT‘!"*‘(‘! SRT
o1z & GRegr uFiET)

', man arfged Ag wEA---Ale

=

AR qTwag, Fo (8.



S=5 FE 21 9T | THEI JAF KR AZ 5
F ufrmza ¥ aifzE fagaom &0 oar
e== xar AT 2 F?ra wrAar & geaar 1 AT
TR SAT ¥ T gFET WIFAT FOHAT
T I FATE aaf H?Iar THIEAF AZT 1 A7 |
=% giqer G 47 WAIA ZIAT & W 3qET Sraq
1719 & A19 ITnfrarEE #1 g3 gEiE
=7 2| 7 UFIT & qeq fAema #33 awr Ffaar

— Ty
=

=F Frar aararfaE & g

_4‘:~

=TT

||

¥

-o, 'I|

«“
RS

TREFIAITF FT 19 21T g AAT AT & F
=¥ g wEfd ¥ ey @ ggraq Atveafag &
—=rz ¥ amAr sfys 9w Widr g AT weE
sEgE gegAar! (S FATFT OF 41T 0 2)
== gqry 21 a7 8 | wAIfaEE & 9w a7 fage
==t AT gfiz zA¥ FW R §FZ7 @m g fF
TIF e AWML I A A OAMEF F3I
% AT g SAAAT FL-FE mEeAAgr ¥ afvma g
7T 2 FEATITATIE AATE AT SOWT FI gAY
TIFFRIT T & FANA aF g Hiffg T w@Ee
T3 wafaT AT A A1 A1EH avar g g3 fu
7z i fea ST & ArEwi ¥

?TIT“"I

FhOT 21 9ar 2

<1 ogF-Ad qfvmiag

& f’qza 7 ag rrao.rﬁ gr
77 7fsfg AT & g gaAr 3fee
SHRA AE T 747 | WT: TARL GAAAgAT
Sifag 2T & FArg & meafas faaaras
el (Phof graphic) ¥ @7 & FTX FAEAT
T %@ ( dimensions ) cﬂ TqT g SATAT 3
FHg IAAT TGTITAT FF &A1 2 )
AT §1aT £ gELAAEF #
Fram arfzforn

qi=sE; a17 98

SIRTET AT AT &1 F99 2 &

11T T RIATFT AAqT IZAT £ | UF Q3T
grars® #vzA? (Chandler) &1 7z sz g
fe—wag & A7 39 A1z § wawd GmEx
warfaar &1 & afwegsa giar §; ¥37 arwifas
FHIS FT %5 OF  afradl F1 wfasasT FL AT
& = ufger &1 SEem giar 217 fo uHe
gfamz & wagEIR—'z7 ArzE F FATFAA,
Frarzamam, acg-fararg wifs ¥ exeaem®s wqqrq
(rhythm) &1 #rw13 gar 1 sa¥ Faq an-
faarz =iz ara-da € g & AT F v g
HFAqY At AE AT | gseq. &Y. d1E { gAEgr-
qrzF & aifger a1 fggarn, faaresam s amrg
FLEL IFF! 2T TTAAT § | TH gF1T A1z77, -
gz iz § ufafsar w1 H ufwag Feg waai
(Poetic Plays) #r gsa greew frar | wedia
gare § wmifas warfa, ga-fazamm, ama-gsgaer
oifr & From guearArzEl & fAeg it wfafEa
gras FE8 g1 T 2

farwg =7 ¥ ag F31 97 gFar g 5 awear-
iz &1 grewr mie ufwyeafya QAT wemar
(prosaic) £ | =¥ =377 &7 M IIAfrar
afas 21 2% Frzwid 9r3-9f7m7 (dramatia
impact) g UFAE[F, Tm@ifFF W wEe
(ethical) gsaet am=-faarz gar 2 amifas
Fifeq F1 AT (3207 2919 209 & F1ow ARy
ATZFFTT & AITT-T91C &1 A1eq9 q9%T 3 Siar
21 remEE ¥ gugmfas i3 w1 fadtasr,
ward, framr M aifaF 373 F fax guerey £
g wT; A3 aF F1 oArara fAAqr 0 qgraey
wiwEnl3d g9 & FIW qrzE 977 UF FAIqE
AEY g arAr |

argrea: gafvfafad 217 za% yaa w7 @iy
g f& wguegrarzs 7 afas mifgza &7 Har @
afgrg #37 & fa7 atd £ 1 (@7 eqragds zar

ATt hcs

in concealment.’

g

Coleridue.



ST Y THEATATEF FT TF THA I557T 727 A7 8 |

q1z% 37 £ 7Y gEw N ﬁ\T’IT 21 ooT eH ad
FN TEEF THET AT gW TEE TarAmEl 9T 7w

FHLAT ZI1 |
ARETATE T ST —

Mg F ArzT-HIfgeT F1 SATI AT & fEAr
AT F ATCHEIT ATT 9141 &1 A3 FQT
1 T oawre &1 wratasafar ¥ owen wifgfos
fasnarl 21 war w9y uw P CIRI
ares & #fafesg arfzen 27 weg adr (ami ®
qrafax &1 FeTF A F FFELT T@HL E1 TAET
Fiq 1 oreaTz & wEar ¢ feeg, aEF A7 <OHT
9 #fwdld FEd gT 9T F a7 ¥ Wiy g
¥ g1 3T & AT IATEI(T AT AT 5 | AT
ST &I AI1GT FIA 1T FeI% 37%7 T3 (AT
ST GFAT, FA(F AIT qq7 GEIF 00T 5737 FL
F a9 H qAEIAT AT qareq @ 1 wiaT & afza <y
A AfTar %1 Fra57 gaa) quiar &1 G § e
faq gza-a1zF Far <aHa A qrea afqez 997 |

war

AHENALF F q19 2T 197 F7 (52 qraey
g | g Smg i, f?.‘ TI fﬁraﬂ “mz‘ )
MRAT TTRT Y Tqr7AT A

FF 7Y fE"T-"I

T AHT THT

FT TATT %

Frafys g THET £
% 1y o7 f2Rd gEenAE s 81 9997 & fan
TIFA FIATAL (HAT | AZFFRICULT a1 75),
gfafas a5 F1 gt ﬁ TG WY IFAT T &

fag areg g

Hr

{o

fafag gas #1 wwifag #3@ &F fag wivs 91-
(g | <TET 47 =7 WIFTIEAT F FTWT ATFE F
IR § TATTAT, FATAF 5 T N QIHIAHAT,
geg-79z7 § Faifawar, ardi & garg ¥ gardar
7T afvag Far § a@asfas g g gq fFar
ST AT

R & qIA-WT @ F AEg-FAT qegedy
frarz §Y zzad Q 9EHIey ArEHHIT TegT FAfEar
AT F A1zt 7, feed) <ana o warfaa gar | s
IRTT  FATHIG fr afte 7€ gtz 771 A7 el
TITEIT 93947 FT 497 GEHT qEqfF ST F
fa%z ar wad 27 gear &1 arg ZT F1Tof g
Hoft 7 afadts &1 a4 g g9 F qew) 91
arffagar 1 o 25 wfwag faum 9 7
sfagra & 941 & 7 fau qEc aeafaF gga
ST F T ¥ drean av | et a9 afadal &
HIET Taq gee) gq-fuia 7 7 mazgear
AT HZAT FIF @ ¥ | qreafaF gzAm) & i §
ST G257 ard gt F faard @ wiawas
FomT fgest Arz#i § a7 srar 0 1w =T
A g T B a2 fF maw Zzq faum ¥
froz gz s s 2 F9 § #9 727 afxaqT
AT iz A T ETTET AT FAAT ATSHFBIY
qar ‘T? 4T F«m: ICESIIR AR S ccic

HICE m AT 911 F -

A & AU g7 991
\%-*2  TTHT 9T uF AT &Y &Y
frar s g oie “"{r' wfqaT
UHA] TIEFE AT & T QAT

Hra'fr--?m kg

FAGTIZF
AEFET

:H

-’fql' HT-[T\!f CIo 9 |



==317 feafaqt &1 wamwa w3 &A1 & wferg
A wragas T wEar) eFF  wigFaad
SEIAHT 9 qATEAT &7 fFET 9 9B g
TAT AT & AFEArAt w7, A ¥ 904,
FTIAAT ud awiEgETd aHr ¥ G aEre wa-
=9 qT Iafeaq fFar Grrzr—q:“* 7% AlMT3 FA7
TT EET | TTHT HT 305 & qEATAIAF AT
FHRET FIAT F7F JATT AL IAAT A0
> 5 gfaw gfsaal g0 949% &1 g4r311% 41 &
IFATE—JT SaT F1 qreAfaF w7 77 A4 A
AT | FfaT R wifaT, arEw, wg A%
aifzas wifz wlfeag & zagat £1 ufas qiFfas,
AT [ FAMGATT-IeZ AT T AT
TA% ATIEHT F1 AAT AT ZTF AT LA A
9T gAT FT EIA AT FIATE1 Al AREFR
FEF AT A1 AT SOAT T AT AT 744
T gHIEAET 27§ SIfeqq w7 qF471 3 fAmA
% aq qr faffga 0ws g3 §41797 F {47
g @ faar g do @eHr arzraw faa g
gfyas Far 9¢ gF@ ST gq faad § &F—
cgfggg & grgey ¥ W1 & exraifawar avad
FAT MEATE | Q1T AT A I R(T WAL ET -
§F 9T g8 AT 1T AN AT I A A W AR
fae SA% A &l 9 T F FATF AT
ot T g1ar =it £ S @ § qraser e4feq
FT gF —ITAT AT AT F EArwriAw (el
feger & waar gArq fAo1 &1 AT J970 5 -
To &7 SNET IHE AT WA @7 AF 1 qraT

F1 g WAAIHT A1 273 FI § (NFAT q09%
wh wfwag garg ST & AL AT &
Wig<y Wi uhea § T SUET Wra-wA, a3 Ay
gty a1 F1-HAT (1T T A1 F17 FZT A 2549
g E, Fearg a7 9 FTAT T3 gl & STRAA

)

2y

R

&7 ¥ agY 1 77 fzEaT Tgaq AR oF fgear arafas
TATRGT FI A H A12T F7 AT &1 A% g
STAT g, TrEEeT (9T Siar & 1 WAy F7 JEd

TET TEAT 1Y

o

a7 FT EATATFE 1A § AT
7252 A -1t qr3am 1
FEIT AFAT & AT TAT T7 ERUT TG
ST TE[ 41377 1) AT 2 |

TET AEF AR 13T AT FT 47T ©105 FF
A1 fAmr —rweg AEs ¥
T4 5w e, fataa
araf"r-?“r;“r FEATAT FT

zuare fagE §
FAFT a0, AR AU
a*i fﬁ'T‘T #iT fqwg

TATT STAMT &1 a%AT §

AfaT & g9ig w1 wfax gigacw 96 &
fAm FrzHRFIR q5aT F7 (F19 G1AT, 41T GFAT
Al GRAT WF ) T QA (At F7aT g QA Ay
AT § wFEA1 F1 9, 1Realy w0 17 F}Y
BT TEAT 3 |

STEATT HeF F ArEAi § 97 AT ¥ AY-
FA Alqq7 qe=1 31 qUr f:mr w21 faeT #Y
gfte g "imifss §HEATRT 9T ﬁf’ T :jj_Fara‘?f I

Fqt, WA T2 FAT AR S 057 F
FEAT AEFFAFA L1 EH TIAT FIT AT
gfafgar 2 | a@aar CRIFAT &1 Afaqgar av #9-

feer &1 2 AT E1OAIE UAT A1ZF g0 fAEET
wfaag & a1 @ | Jo A&RT A1 (aa F arehi
Y TTASE AT @5 g, gaar mrew A

. gfam &g 90 U

“It (the Closet Play) may affor 1" he reasons, *
forego ornate descuptlono, paasages of deep retiection, a lagg

mere declamation.” ?

R

1

what the acted play must
l oging movement, and



gm a1 gafa #1 weafas wwg 20 7 wrAlE
WG FT TIAT THIT G947 89 & (F arar 99 T
gafaq @r g Sar 30 T FIWT F1IFIN H
ferfaaar T qrzgig afs 1 79T FEFar 2 |
AREIATEE § #33T 777

79 gFIT foreT #1 gaar, @rvfasarn, afyay
F gAEFSIfAFAT, 9277 HraT &7 wDAQET aEg-
famar, g7 &1 Famafger gafad g3eT 9 &
FI guEATAIZF & qifefcas wger #r faara
SAEr FAT LN FT JT FFAT | A1Z T GIF AT
T "aeqrd ff faAfza g g frig wifas ok
gIAIfaF a7 1 F1 OF 0739 2 92 T1339 JIF
ZIHT gEET 11 AFOT FIA@T WTAT . Fg AT AL
Far o1 axar x5 afgsar a1 == 8 9T &7
TIZFFILT T AEAFAT &1 OFIR afq707 #1 %7 fzar
gizro Ay FTarag 3zRa 2 fF—wg g9
qrfau gA¥ F12 W7 F@F UAT TE AT AR AT
WIAFAT FT ATIA 21T AF7 21 | 72741 f7z0ai &7
AT U IO 23T HR AL aF F fAIT F F g
qIAT WAFF AT F oeE] B FELT CNTATAT T
STFT FT OF AT 2 97 arfzzy 1 fRAT amr g
z9 39 {gaga ar zzr w7 & A4 2 afz 3z
syifg & ®T §---A7-717 F1 JI 474 a0, ar
IR AF-FMF AFITF 2173 FIEAAITF 39T
QF-ATA FT I7ATZ AR FA[Z | 39 Al g73-a10a0
FrET i & 6 afg AT g1 F 7 &7
arawer A4 1 %1 21 gEA BT AIAT qfF A
sfas gzex faar g, freg, 7z @1 40 1 21 fazaar
2 5 sl i f27AF AME W 9GF 772

O AT HAAUT( F FTLAT GHEATATEF HAT
syq 2ar 1 fReg arfgeas earfasd qred #3@
& fau it ¥ @rega g337 qca F1 AT AT =fA-
art Ziar & | w7 frarann fqom ag & fF ga-
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We accord a hearty welcome to Dr. A. N.
Banerji, M.A., Ph. D. (London), our new
Principal. We are sure that during his regime
the College will grow from more to more and
serve the purpose for which it has been
founded. We offer him our felicitations
and wish him success and happiness.

(Editor)



THE MAN, HIS OWN STAR:

Career of Principal

A -gust, 1921 to July, 1923
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December, 1923 to March, 1924

April. 1924
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April, 1931 to September, 1943

September. 1943 to June. 1945
June. 1945 to January, 1947
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May, 1952 to August, 1958

August, 1958
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Address

TO

SHRI

HARISH CIIANDR A

FOUNDER-PRINCIPAL
DESHBANDHU COLLEGE, KALKAJI, NEW DELHI

Sir,

The hour, they say, finds the man.
Never were these words more true
than they are in your case. Six years
ago, the Ministry of Rehabilitation
started this College with its present
uncertain and future vague aund nebu-
lous. But in putting you at the helm
of affairs, they had instinctively made
the right choice of the man who could
transmute their dreams and visions
into a living and lasting reality. In
vou, Sir, they found a genius who,
with the affection of a mother, the
care of a nurse and the watchfulness
of a father, would transform a puny
infant into a robust child. What had
started as an apology for a college was
to grow into a first-rate cducational
institution within this short span of
six years. The College Building which
was only half done then has since been
completed and a cycle shed added to
it. The college canteen has been
enlarged and made into an ideal struc-
ture of its kind. A Gas plant, with a
capacity of 1000 c.c.. has been
installed. The Science Block is under
construction, and so also the huge
boundary wall round the college.
Plans for extending the College Hall
and building forty servant quarters
have alreadv been sanctioned and
funds for the purpose secured. Plans

4

of Principal’s residence, quarters for
the Staff and twenty-one additional
rooms are under preparation by the
C.P.W.D. Nine and a half more acres
of land adjoining the College have
recently been acquired from the Minis-
try of Rehabilitation and may now
well be treated as your parting gift to
the College. But, Sir, what is truly of
much greater significance, is that the
living element in the College has
improved considerably in quality as
well as quantity.  We have already
built up a tradition for good results at
the University examinations; and the
number of students has gone up from
70 to 700. In consequence, what had
been loeked down upon by some peo-
ple at one time has now become the
envy of those very ecyes. Full credit
for this glorious achievement should,
of course, go to you, Sir, unshared.
For, in the hands of another man, it
would not have been so easy an attain-
ment. It is a result of your vision and
imagination; a result of your keen
powers of observation and subtle
powers of persuasion; a result of your
unbounded enthusiasm and untiring
energy; a result of your quiet and
unostentatious work; a result again,
Sir, of your high sense of discipline
and great powers of organization and
administration. Such a combination of
virtues, to say the least, is a rare gift
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-1 the gods. We can easily imagine,
>ir. what battles royal you must have
wiged with red-tape which normally
=ols, if not Kkills, all initiative and
irive. With the vigilance of an Argus
zne strength of a Hercules and the
zrmness of a Caesar, you must have
zroved more than a match for it. We
~=¢ that the College stands to-day,
zere and now, reminiscent of your
-.ng endeavours, a living monument
<o your great sense of duty and a
zeacon-light to your successors. In
sheer gratitude, Sir, our heads, there-
Zore, bow low in silent homage to you
2t this time of your departure.

If, Sir, you were dear to us as the
Principal of the College, you are dearer
znd nearer to us as Mr. Harish Chandra,
<ne man behind the Principal. Stern
of demeanour and strong in discipline,
vou had, at first, we confess, a
Zorbidding appearance which almost
znnerved us, as we stood half-trembl-
ing before you. Somehow, we had a
:zeling that we were face to face with
z living Sphinx whose mystery we
-ould not comprehend, and whose
ways we could never anticipate. But
Tery soon, Sir, the brows would clear
=p, the clouds would vanish and we
~athed in the sweet sunshine of your
smile. You seemed to encourage and
:nliven us with a paternal affection
which spoke of the good and kind
zeart within. There was the softness
and smoothness of an unruffled mind
#hich could see through the haze,
iiscern well and judge rightly; but
:nvariably, sympathy, love and mercy
s=asoned your sense of justice.

Equally indelible, Sir, is the im-

DESH

press of your virile and versatile per-
sonality on our young minds. You
are a loving teacher and an eloquent
spcaker who wields both English and
Hindustani with equal ease, elegance
and effectiveness. Your ar.ecdotes and
Hlash-backs of personal reminiscences
will linger long in our memory. Your
recitations always enchanted us and
we loved to listen to your robust and
rhythmic voice with rapt attention as
you were persuaded to give us Saarson
ka Qafila. You are still a fine actor
and we shall never forget our Mamu
Mian and the Hakim Sahib. We did
not have the good fortune to see you
in action on the tennis lawns for we
have mnone of our own; but your
reputation as a veteran tennis-star has
already established itself in Delhi too.
We had to content ourselves, Sir,
with seeing you run races or skip the
rope in the College Sports every year.
We are, however, living witnesses to
the spirit of sportsmanship which, in
your case, is not limited to the play-
ground, but extends itself to the bigger
field of action in life. You can tight
against your opponent tooth and nail
and yet shake hands with him, admire
him and love him. It is not easy to
give you defeat; but, if, somehow, it
comes your way, you know how to
take it with a smile and wait for the
next opportunity. Itis never your
habit, Sir, to harbour ill-will in your
heart against anybody on earth. We
have known how perfectly smart,
straightforward and sincere you are in
your dealings. Like Abraham Lincoln
you have ‘goodwill towards all and
malice towards none’.

To put it briefly, we had in you,

5



Sir, a master magician like Prospero—
our true philosopher, friend and guide.
The Ariel in you would also come up
sometimes with his impish ways and
make us laugh at the time of College
plays, annual picnics and happy Union
meetings. We said to ourselves:
“Here is a gentleman whom Time has
sobered down and made mellow; but
not made him sad or sullen, his share
of the Dbitter experiences of life
notwithstanding. He can yet be gay
with the young, share their jokes and
laugh with them as heartily”. No
wonder, Sir, that we shall miss you
and your mirth and miss them both
every minute.

How shocking that you have
chosen to go away, Sir, leaving us all
forlorn! You are looking towards
‘pastures new’; and if that is your

Shri Harish Chandra :

pleasure, we wish you god-speed. We
only pray that you may kindly keep
us somewhere in the niche of your
heart. = To perpetuate your. name
here, we very much wish the College
Authorities to associate it with the
new Science Block: for you brought
B. Sc. classes to this College straight
from the University, like Prometheus
bringing fire from Heaven.

Wishing you a long and happy life

We beg to remain,
Sir,
Your most obedient pupils,
STUDENTS
of

DESHBANDHU COLLEGE
10th August, 1958.

The Man and the Principal

1952—1958
A Tribute *
By Shri R. K. Sud

Early in 1952 the Ministries of Re-
habilitation and Education decided
to open a college in the South-west of
Delhi for the benefit of those refugee
students who lived in the Government
constructed colonies within the area.
It was a right step to take. The gov-
ernment were to provide the capital
and the building but the actual shap-

ing and administration were left to the
man whom they chose at the helm.
Their choice was very happy but little
could they anticipate that he would be
leaving the task entrusted to him in
the middle Brick by brick, book by
book and student by student did the
college grow. Slowly and steadily,
patiently and watchfully he shaped it

* Read in the Farewell Mecting on 10th August, 1958
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..ze the expert potter shaping his ware-
< on the moving wheel. The youth-
il clay with which he worked was
:Zectionately leavened and matured
-=fore it was put to use. Our old
:cudents  proudly bear the impress
-2 his hands and personality and the
size of the college of his architectonic
-zill. He has put the college on a per-
—anent footing, raised its status in the
-ves of the companion-colleges in the
University, brought B.Sc and Honours
asses and advanced it in the realms
fsports and extra-curricular activi-
zies.  During the 6 years of Principal-
ship the college and its affairs ‘haunted
~is mind like a passion’ and he devoted
~imself to it with his heart and soul.

He is a compendium of virtues.
Look at him at work in his office or at
zames or on the college stage or at a
student-staff function. He is ever the
same: all-engrossed in the work in hand
znd eager to make a fine job of it. His
singleness of purpose; devotion to duty
and love of honest, hard, work inspire
z1l those who get the opportunity and
the privilege of working with him.
The qualities of his head you see in
:ction almost every day of your stay
in the college. But those lucky few
who know him intimately,as a man or
z friend, as a host or a guest,know the
zualities of his heart. He may have
: formidable appearance but behind
2 he posseses a human heart that
~eats for all who suffer and need re-
‘ress. He has power and position but
zses them as the base for doing good.
He has ambition but it is to serve
“ne country and the community. He
-as his ‘faults’ : he is not selfish; he is
~ot unjust; he is not partial. He has

DESH

his hobbies : he is a sportsman. He
believes in playing the game fairly and
squarely, playing it not for a prize or
a trophy but for the love and the fun
of it. He is a fine actor on the stage
and can play any and every role to
perfection but as soon as the curtain
has becn drawn and the make up
gone down the sink he is once again
the same benign and smiling self. He
often remarks that when he is stern
and reproachful he is just acting ; he
is trying to act the part of a stern
disciplinarian to make the person in
the dock feel how very angry he has
made his Principal by his misdeed.
If the fellow realized that, he would
never falter again. He does not believe
in sparing the rod and spoiling the
child but he has had no occasions to
use the rod during his long career as a
teacher and administrator in capaci-
ties and places more than one. He,
on the contrary, believes that if you
‘spare’ a kind word you °‘spoil’ an-
otherwise innocent heart by blunting
its edge instead of whetting it. Young
and youthful minds need to be well-
groomed and channelled and the best
man to do that is he who combines in
himself the ardour of a religious re-
former, the vigilance of a policeman,
the affection of a mother and the ear-
nestness of a teacher. Even all this
may be of no avail if he himself is not
a living example and embodiment of
discipline. Example is better than
precept, they say. It was never more
true of any other man than it is of
Principal Harish Chandra.

He is a gentleman par excellence,

the right product of liberal education
that you receive at the university.
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All of you want to be gentlemen. All
of you can become gentlemen but it is
an uphill task. John Henry Cardinal
Newman has defined the gentleman in
unmistakable and unforgettable terms
in his book, The Idea of a University.
He tellsus that a gentleman is one
“who never inflicts pain; puts others
at their ease ; makes light of favours
while he does them ; has no ears for
slander or gossip ; is never mean in
disputes ; never takes unfair advan-
tage ; conducts himself towards his
enemies as if he were one day to be
their friend ; is too well employed to
remember injuries, and too indolent
to bear malice. He is patient, for-
bearing, and resigned, on philosophi-
cal principles ; he submits to pain,
because it is inevitable, to bereave-
ment, because it is irreparable, and
to death, because itis destiny. In
controversy he is courteous ; right or
wrong in his opinions he is too clear-
headed to be unjust ; he is as simple
as he is forceful, and as brief as he is
decisive. He is tolerant, respects
piety and devotion ....His religion is
one of imagination and sentiment ;
it is the embodiment of those
ideas of the sublime, majestic
and beautiful, without which there
can be no large philosophy ”Such a
one you see in flesh and blood and he
is Principal Harish Chandra. The
best tribute that you and I can pay
to him is to assure him that we will
aspire with all that we may be worth
to be gentlemen first and gentlemen
last. I am reminded of the words of
an Urdu poet:—(I am not sure if I am
exact.)

Yun to duniya main aadmi hain bohat
Par aadmi aadmi nahin milta.

The character of an educated per-
son is that he is human and conducts
himself in life and in office humanely.
It was Ghalib who wrote :

Bas keh dushwar hai har kam ka aassaan
hona

Aadmi ke bhi muyassar nahin insaan
hona.

Zouq, his contemporary, confirmed

what Ghalib said :
Jo Farishte karte hain kar sakta hai
insaan bhi
Par farishton se na ho jo kaam hai insaan
hona.

We,the Members of the Staff of
this College, have had the honour and
the privilege of working with him,

under him and for him. To work
along with him was always a
pleasure. To work under him was

practical training in self-discipline.
To work for him was a godsend and
a bliss. He set b>fore himself and by
that means before us the lofty stand-
ards of self-dedication to work and
service, of unremitting toil, of selfless
action, of gentlemanly behaviour, of
zeal to march onwards, of love for our
wards, our work and the institution
and of respect for our worthies and
superiors. He is dear to us as
Principal and teacher but he is dearer
to us for the sweet demeanour, the
soft soothing voice, the warm smile,
the flashing wit and bubbling humour,
the winning manners and captivating
speech ; and above all these, the kind
heart big with mercy, charity, justice,
magnanimity and cordiality. While
we bid good-bye and god-speed to him
as the Principal we refuse to part
company with the man, Mr. Harish
Chandra Kathpalia. The University

DESH



7 Delhi is welcome to have his ‘head’
2 they will allow us to retain his

‘heart’. He has a “heart with room
for every joy.”

FAREWELL SPEECH *

By

Shri Parman Singh M. 4.

Mr. Chairman, Principal Harish
~handra, Ladies and Gentlemen. I
arst came into contact with Priuncipal
Harish Chandra about 30 years ago
when I was a student in the Govern-
mient College, Lyallpur and he joined
-hat institution as a Lecturer in Eng-
.ish. On the very first day when he
met our class he told us to write an
zssay on himself. I wrote the essay
which of course was never read by
aim.

Heraclitus, an eminent Greek
Philosopher. says that the world is
n a state of flux. Principal Harish
“'handra seems to be an exception to
-he rule.  For thirty years ago he was
nly slightly younger than he is at
nresent. I find him only slightly young-
-r than he was thirty vears ago be-
-ause in his youth he carried an old
nead on young shoulders and in his
ald age both his body and his mind
nave retained the alacrity of youth.
[ noticed many of the traits of his
‘haracter 30 years ago and | am rather
-urprised to find that he retains most
-f them.

Six years ago when he took over
as the first principal of this college,
there were barely 63 students on the
rolls of this institution, but he had
the vision of a flourishing, full-fledged
College. I need hardly say that he
has realized the vision to a very large
extent. When this college was started
it had no electricity, no filtered water
and no bus service but now you have
got all these things and others also.
Yet the vision has not becn realized in
its entirety, for only threc days ago he
talked to me of many other things
that he would like to secure for this
college if he were destined to stay
here a little longer. Evidently he is.
a man of vision and such men of vision
arc few and far between. It was
about such perscns that Igbal. the
Great Urdu poet, said : —

Hazaroon sal nargis apni benoori pe roti
hae

Barhi mushkal se hota hae chaman main
deeda-var paida

When I was a student in the
Government College Lyallpur in 1928

* Delivered in the Farewell Meeting on the 10th of August, 1958.
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we had three principals in a year,
firstly, R. B. Manmohan, who is the
Chairman of this function, secondly,
S. Tara Singh and thirdly, Mr. Chetn-
anand. You are more lucky for you
have had one and the same good
principal since the very inception of
this college.

When I joined this college a few
days ago I little thought that my asso-
ciation with Principal Harish Chandra,
my old Professor, would be so short.
In fact, I looked forward to a long
period of association during which he
would be a perennial source of gui-
dance and inspiration to me. Even in
my brief association with him in this
college he has given me some very
useful administrative tips which only
a veteran administrator like him can
give to a person in whom he is genu-
inely interested. I am grateful to him
for this and for many other things
that he did for me before I joined
this college. Now that he is leaving
I do confess to a keen sense of
separation, but the sense of separa-
tion is offset by the thought that he
is going to a very senior post in the
University of Delhi and from there he
will be able to do a lot not only for
this college but also for the other
colleges in Delhi.

I need hardly commend this college
to his care. He has nursed it with
the tenderness of a mother and the
hardiness of a father. His persis-
tent, consistent and sustained efforts
have developed this college into a
flourishing institution. It is incon-
ceivable that it will ever be possible
for him to forget his college, but I do
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commend to his care the Evening
Classes which have just been started.
I know that but for Principal Harish
Chandra this college would never have
got the permission to start the Even-
ing Classes. There were formidable
difficulties in the way but Principal
Harish Chandra with his usual energy
and determination was able to over-
come them. I wish he stayed here for
some time more to see that the Even-
ing Classes were as firmly established
as the Morning College. But I content
myself with the idea that he is going
to a far wider sphere of activities
which will, I dare say, include further
development of this institution.

About 30 years ago when I was a
student in the Government College
Lyallpur, I recited a poem on a
similar occasion. Prof. Harish Chan-
dra greatly admired that poem and
asked me to give him a copy of it for
the College Magazine of which he was,
I presume, in-charge. The magazine
did not appear regularly. When I
asked him whether - the Magazine
would come out in the near future he
replied with characteristic good
humour, “It will come out in your life
time.” I know that I would not like
to write at present as I did then, nor
would Principal Harish Chandra
admire the poem as much now as he
did then. But I am in a reminiscent
mood and therefore a few lines of the
poem that I still remember can aptly
be recited now. Consequently I con-
clude my speech with the recitation.

Meharban jis ja rahae tu khurramo
farhaan rahae

Phool ki manind baghe daher
khundaan rahae

main
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Tu rahae duniya main tairce bazam aaba-
daan rahae

Tu rahae aur huq main taire gardashae
doraan rahae

Dill jaloon ki hae dooa ab yeh hoe jae
gabool

Yeh qali tairee naseeme lutf se bun jae
phool

FAREWELL SPEECH*
By Shri R. K. Sud

Principal Harish Chandra, Ladies
snd Gentlemen :

As I rise to make this after-dinner
speech to bid farewell to Principal
Harish Chandra, my heart is swelled
with mixed emotions of trepidation,
=xhilaration and sadness.  These
2motions are easily understandable.
I have to speak on behalf of my
=steemed colleagues and my own
behalf. I do not know in what way
my esteemed colleagues think me to
be worthy of this honour. There are
my colleagues older in years and abler
in speech than myself who would have
worn the mantle which, Sir, has
hitherto graced your august self.
They have asked me to step into
<hoes that are too large for me. I do
not usually go beyond size 6. The
ntmost that I may stretch my feet
<0 is size 7, whereas you, Sir, wear
size 10. To translate the metaphor
into prosaic form : who would dare to
deliver an after-dinner speech in your
presence and that too in your honour?
It is nothing short of crying for the

moon to aspire to the standard of
your speeches delivered on such and
similar occasions. You, Sir, have
been,, to use words from Oscar Wilde,
a spendthrift of your genius oratorical.
But it is a pity you did not preserve
your speeches to serve as models for
the present generation with whom
delivering speeches is an anathema
and listening to them an inescapable
necessity. We, in this college, how-
ever, are lucky. We have one of these
priceless speeches tape-recorded. I
refer to the speech delivered by you
as the Speaker in the Mock Session
of the College Assembly. We have
another gem of a higher value...the
speech that robbed you of us. That
speech, if [ am permitted to say so,
is the ‘fatal’ speech, which you
delivered at the lunch given by the
College Staff to Dr. V.K.R.V. Rao,
Vice-Chancellor of the University
of Delhi. We were rather too proud of
‘possessing’ you and like doting collec-
tors of antiques displaying their
treasure to their friends we ‘displayed’
you. That speech so much fascinat-
ed the Vice-Chancellor, who himself

* A brief summary of this spesch was delivered on the occasion of the Staff Dinner on 9th

August, 1958.
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is a speaker of no mean merit, that
he decided to ‘possess’ you. Choice
words and selected phrases, facile
and natural expression, subdued and
dignified sentiments, flashing and
kindly wit, rippling and bubbling
humour ; intimat> personal touches ;
apt quotations; tlashbacks of remini-
scences; subtl ties of conceit and Pu-
ckish flights of imagination; prophetic
sayings; swect resonant voice; polish-
ed, chaste and unaffected manner;
inspiring self-confidence; and last but
not least, Sir, the playful smile radiat-
ing glow and warmth all around and
thercby making your listeners feel
that they ar: members of one happy
family seated around the family table
under your b nign .control and
parental guidanc:. Such; Sir, is the
magic of your speech.

You, Sir, till yesterday, had the
honour of presiding at the very table
which you, at this moment, grace as
the Guest of Honour- The pater-
familias is leaving the ‘fold’ and we
the members thereof, are assembled
here to bid him god-spe-d. Your seat
at the head of this table, we know,
will be filled up by a successor—may
God bless him ! —because the ‘flock’
must not bleat without the ‘shepherd’.
But your seat in our hearts, I can
vouchsafe, will never be occupied by
another. I may be guilty of senti-
mentalism but not of over-praise or
flattery when I say that you, Sir,
associated yourself with us so inti-
mately and so very closely that it is
difficult to believe that we had ever
lived or could live apart from one
another. You were one with us and
we were one with you. You, Sir,
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will recall the days of your recent
illness, when, for the first time and the
only time during your tenurc of office,
you had to be away from the college,
how very much concerned and miser-
able all of us felt. More praycrs—
sincere and fervent—were probably
never made ever before by the Staff
of a college for the speedy recovery
of their Principal than were sent up
to the Almighty Father by us.
Without you, Sir, the College Prize-
giving, though quite successful, was
shorn of its customary glamour. It
was, to use the rather hackneyed
phrase, the play of Hamlet without
the Prince of Denmark and, I would
add, Ophelia too. You, Sir, were the
College and the College was known to
all and sundry as the institution of
which you were the Principal. William
Makepeace Thackeray, the author of
Vavity Fair, called Rawdon Crawley
‘Becky Sharp’s husband’.  Transpos-
ing the epithet we may, with even
greater appropriateness, call the
College by your name, In this case
the ‘spouse’ must be called by the
‘husband’s’ name  How can Cacsar’s
wife be known by another name! The
College, Sir, bears the impress of vour
personality and so do our hearts.
Every brick, book, and flower will
always speak of vou and so will our
every breath. Wherever you may
be, we shall cherish the sweet and
happy memories of the few years
during which we had the proud and
rare privilege of working with you,
under you and for you. We had a
very, very happy time together.

You, Sir, are leaving the College
but the traditions and ideals, which
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vou have followed all along, will stay
with us. All these traditions and
:deals are worthy of pursuit but rather
a bit difficult of attainment. Be it work
n your office, a picnic of students
and Stafl at Okhla or the Qutab, a
staff dinner or lunch, the Annual
sports or the Annual Prize-giving,
vou, Sir, threw yourself, litcrally and
zretaphorically, into it with full gusto
znd for the moment forgot the rest of
tze world, It was this ‘aggressive’
sngleness of purpose that was atonce
zuazing and occasionally amusing.
T see you standing at one place for
—.urs at a stretch, superintending
zrrangements,  issuing  instructions
:nd watching progress was a sight
structive but at the same time an
zve-opener and a warning for the
suggards. It was a silent reminder
=2 all that they werc expected to do
~xewise. You, Sir, are a strict task-
—aster. You do not spare yourself
znd woe betide the man who shirks
=ork in your presence or behind your
~ack. The young amongst us—not
-o talk of the aging—tried to emulate
vou but failed, though not invariably
‘ut often. They neither lacked the
will, nor the heart ; what they lacked
was just stamina. The reason, Sir,
iz not far to seek. They have not
neen eating rich and plentiful diet,
If we enjoyed vour conquests in  fields,
athletic, administrative and oratori-
-al, we stood agape by vour side
around the dining table. You, Sir,
-aught us that the best way of getting
sustenance from food is to relish it
and ‘attack’ it, while holding it
with the hands well between the teeth.
Damned be the forks and spoons, the
2asiest and the surest way of eating
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roast chicken or fried fish or steak
is to pick it up with the hand and
bite at it. Grapple with life if we
wish to get the best out of it. Well
did Hugh Walpole say in his novel.
Fortitude: ‘it is not life that matters
but the courage you bring to it.
Relish of life lies in the zest for it.
This, Sir, is the lesson we have learnt
from you. We assure you, Sir, that even
if we fall short of your standards
quantitatively we shall keep up the
spirit of the whole-hearted pursuit.
Whatever we eat, serve and do, we
shall ‘relish’. We shall always go
ahead with full vigour and enthusi-
asm ; neither feel half-hearted, nor
despair.

Good food, Sir, provides nourish-
ment to our bodies. Good and enjoy-
able company makes it palatable. It
acts like a sauce and makes it savoury.
It is difficult to say, Sir, whether you
took greater delight in being invited
to a party or in asking others to your
place. To play the host was as
natural to you as to the host in
Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. On those
occasions when you played the host
yvou furnished your table with the
choicest of meats and vegetarian
dishes and allowed your guests the
fullest freedom and opportunity of
speech and listencd to their speeches
and remarks. But to play the ‘invited
guest’ was vour real forte. You
literallv shone amongst the guests.
You. Sir, are a pastmaster in telling
stories, anecdotes and jokes; in
reciting passages from English and
Hindustani poetry; in mimicing the
now defunct style of acting in Agha
Hashar Kashmiri’s plays: in acting
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various roles from plays in which you
have participated and in a number of
other small endearing ‘snicks’ besides.
Coleridge, we have on the authority
of Charles Lamb, would take away
his friends’ books, read them and
annotate them with his criticism in
the margins and leave them here,
there and anywhere. The real owners
did not grudge the temporary loss of
their books because when they ulti-
mately recovered them they were
enriched books and not the bare
printed texts. Who would grudge
ou a lunch or a dinner if in return
he would feel amused and happy for
the rest of the week or the week
following the repast. As I said on
another occasion, you believe with
Shakespeare’s Gratiano in The Mer-
chant of Venice: “With mirth and
laughter let old wrinkles come !” If
with you work is worship, mirth and
laughter are the high-speed lubricat-
ing oils that keep your faculties going
strong and help you to keep away
care, sorrow and grief. Responsi-
bilities of your august office, which
in your own words, repeated off and
on and even yesterday in the Staff
Meeting, are arduous and even oner-
ous, never weighed heavy on you;
for the heavier they were the more
ardent you were to shoulder them
and prove your mettle. Your
victories—and there are scores of
them in the field of sport, lecturing,
speaking, acting, administration and
life—have not made you a swell-head.
Your defeats, if any, not known to us,
have not left youin despair. Pati-
ence, perseverance, optimism and
the fullest faith in the justice and
righteousness of your cause, were the
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‘Open Sesame’ to unlock the strong-
holds of red-tape on the rocky shoals
of which many a good-intentioned
administrator has floundered. You
possess the power of winning over the
hardest-boiled bureaucrat to your
point of view. Your strength lay
in the fact that you never asked for
favours for yourself but for us and
the College. In your own sweet way
you acted all the time in the spirit of a
Karma-Yogi subscribing to the credo
of Karmanyeb adhikaraste : the College
Motto. The day you assumed charge
of the college you visualized its
future shape, size and needs. You,
Sir, combined the skill of an architect,
the imagination of an artist, the
witchery of a magician with the hard
and unremitting toil of a husbands-
man in building this edifice. Every
penny that you got from the Ministries
of Rehabilitation and Education has
gone to making this College a first-
rate institution worthy of its place am-
ong the Delhi University Colleges and
to making the Staff happier. In brief,
Sir, you are leaving behind a tradi-
tion of devotion to duty, unflagging
pursuit of the ideal, untiring labour,
abiding faith and optimism in the
face of difficulties, selfless service,
sociability, = generous  hospitality,
winsome manners and official decorum.
To put it concisely, you have set up
the traditions of the ideal Principal,
and of the true teacher and laid the
code of ‘behaviour’ for them. Your
name, Sir, richly deserves to be
inscribed on the Roll of Honour on
which you yourself have inscribed
the illustrious names of your Princi-

pals : to mention only a few, Mr.
Stephenson, Mr. Armstrong, Mr.
DESH



Hemrmy, Mr. Garrett and Mr. Duniclitfe.

You, Sir, fall in line with the famous
Head Master of the Rugby School
about whom we read in Matthew
Arnold’s poem, Rugby Chapel. Your
long career as a teacher and adminis-
trator illustrates the text and the
theme of that poem. With your
kind permission I wish to quote a
few lines from it. -

“What is the course of life

Of mortal men on the earth?
Most men eddy about

Here and there—eat and drink,
Chatter and love and hate,
Gather and squander, are raised
Aloft, are hurl’d in the dust,
Striving blindly, achieving
Nothing ; and no one asks

Who or what they have been,
More than he asks what waves

In the moonlit solitudes mild

Of the midmost ocean, have swell’d,
Foam’d for a moment, and gone.”

This is the multitude who compose
the teeming millions.
«“And there are some, whom a thirst
Ardent, unquenchable, fires,
Not with the crowd to be spent,
Not without aim to go round

In an eddy of purposeless dust,
Effort unmeaning and vain.”

Such a one we find in you, Sir,...
“fired by a thirst ardent, unquench-
able ' It is accordingly that you
are leaving us and the College to go
to the University of which we con-
stitute just a tiny part. You are
leaving a task well-nigh accomplished
in order to take up a bigger one ;—
and I need not be a prophet to suggest
that a task still bigger awaits you in
the offing elsewhere. You, Sir, seem
to me to be a votary of Bernard Shaw’s
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Life Force and the joy of life for you
is exactly to be found where Shaw
sought for it; or nearer home, our
worthy and revered Prime Minister,
Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru, seeks it and
finds it. The following words of
George Bernard Shaw should be
prescribed as a daily text for the youth
of every nation: ‘“This is the true
joy of life, the being wused for a
purpose recognized by yourself as a
mighty one; the being thoroughly worn
out before you are thrown on the scrap
heap ; the being a force of Nature
instead of a feverish clod of ailments
and grievances complaining that the
world will not devote itself to making
you happy.” Sir, looked at from
Shaw’s point of view, it is good to be
ambitious : to be ambitious provided
you hitch your ambition to a star.
The highest in the firmament of social
values is the star of service. The
advancement of learning and promo-
tion of education and imparting of
discipline are tasks no less sacred than
the cause of political freedom, and
its consolidation and economic well-
being of the people. We are rightly
proud of you, Sir, and out of gratitude,
if nothing besides, shall always cherish
the traditions, the ideals and the
ways that were so very dear and
near to your heart. To quote once
again from Rugby Chapel :

“We, we have chosen our path ---

Path, to a clear purpos’d goal
Path of advance ! .................. ”

If we find this path beset with
difficulties, as we well may ; if our
bodies feel tired and deflate our spirits,
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like the Greek mariners’ in Tenny-
son’s Lotus-Eaters and the vision and
the goal seem to be receding further
and further away from sight, we
shall recall to our minds’ eye your
guiding hand beckoning us to march
ahead. Our courage shall return to
us and shouting ‘““Excelsior” we will
march ahead. You shall always stand
us in good stead, like a lighthouse to
the mariner on the high seas ;—in
the words of Henry Longfellow in
his poem called Lighthouse: as a
light “steadfast, serene, immovable
and inextinguishable.” We assure
you, Sir, we shall keep the torch,
lighted by you, always burning bright
and untarnished. We hold it as a
sacred trust and you shall never find
us guilty of misfeasance or neglect.
In you, Sir, we shall ever find the
inspiration, that never failing source
of light which the Scholar Gipsy and
his friend Thyrsis or their earlier
associates sought for in the University
of Oxford.

You, Sir, are an ideal Principal
and a true teacher. But more than
these, you are, Sir, a sportsman and
a true ‘gentleman’. Really speaking
the two terms: ‘sportsman’ and
‘gentleman’ are synonymous. We all
have read John Henry Cardinal
Newman’s Definition of a Gentleman
in the Chapter, entitled ‘Knowledge
and Religious Duty’ in his book ; The
Idea of a University. Newman’s
words, read in the context of your life
and views are indeed prophetic. In
you, Sir, he could have found an
example of a ‘gentleman’ prefiguring
all the traits of an educated mind.
A verse from Ghalib reads very apt to
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the point.

Na suno gar bura kahe koyee
Na kaho gar bura kare koyee
Rok do gar ghalat chale koyee
Bakhsh do gar khata kare koyee.

Much can be said about you, Sir,
as a disciplinarian.  On  various
occasions you had to be harsh and pull
us up but you were never unpleasant
or insulting. On the contrary, you
were indulgent and forbearing and
condoned our lapses and shortcomings
as a father would condone those of
his young, impetuous and immature
sons and daughters. You have taken
immense pains to groom us into a
well-disciplined team. We are thank-
ful to you, Sir, for it. You have
taught wus “that we must learn to
respect and obey our superiors if we
wish to be respected and obeyed by
those who have been entrusted to our
charge and tuition. We must learn to
love our wards and our work. We
must accommodate the vagaries and
whims of one another and never let
down a comrade or a partner. We
should just smile at innocent mischief,
reprove the erring, reform the delin-
quent, pity the poor, pat the deserv-
ing, encourage the weak-hearted and
ignore the wilful knave. It is better
to be cheated and deceived rather
than cheat and deceive another person.
Never covet wealth but cherish friend-
ship. Read something new every
night before retiring to bed and blow
your worries through your smoking-
pipes.” These gems of thought we
have picked up during these few years
of our apprenticeship in the College -of
Living-Life under your tutorship and
we treasure them the most......They
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Principal Harish Chandra and guests at the tea party given by
the Students of the College



say : ‘Power corrupts.” It may be
true, Sir, of politicians. Your exam-
ple is both a denial and a refutation
of it. You carried your authority
with the grace and elegance of a born
administrator but you wielded it with
justice and sympathy. Power divor-
ced from justice leads to autocracy,
despotism and self-aggrandizement; di-
vorced from mercy it leads to inhuma-
nity, crueltyand barbarity. It redounds
to your credit and glory, Sir, that you
were never unjust, cruel or dictatorial.
You were always ‘Human’. You
shared our misery and grief but kept
vour sorrows to your self. You never
failed us in the moments of our diffi-
culties. We could bring to you our
personal problems without the least
reserve and restraint and you gave
vour advice with parental solicitude.
This is ‘Being Human’. Borrowing
words from Shakespeare’s Julius
Caesar, I wish to say :

“You are noble, wise, valiant, and honest;
mighty, bold, royal, and loving.”

...........

Nevertheless, we never feared you.

We love you and we honour you. In
loving you, Sir, we love one who loves
us. In honouring you we bkonour
ourselves. The elements are so mixed
in you that Nature may stand up and
say to all the world, ‘This is a man.’
These words are truer of you than
they were of Brutus.

We admire the administrator in you
but we adore and love the human
being in you. Long after Principal
Harish Chandra’s relinquishment of
his office shall survive Mr. Harish
Chandra Kathpalia or the popular
name he is known by amongst his
friends : ‘Harish ji’. Sir, we have
gathered together this evening to bid
good-bye to Principal Harish Chandra
but not to Harish ji. The latter,
‘gentleman’ we all would detain with
ourselves. We are sure, Sir, the Vice-
Chancellor will not, in his munificence,
grudge us that. We shall always-pray
that you may live a long life of active
and useful service.

Thank you !

FAREWELL SPEECH*
By Shri Kaqshal Kumar M. Sc.

Principal Sahib, Ladies and Gentle-
men.

My learned colleague Mr, Sud, in
his illuminating and impassioned

speech has given glimpses into the
life of our parting leader and guide. I
do not know if I shall be able to add
to your knowledge, inadequately
equipped as I am. But, nevertheless, I

* Delivered on 9th August after the Staff-dinner.
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feel very earnest in saying something
about a person under whom I had the
privilege to work for one year and to
say how silently and, yet in a very
subtle way, I have been influenced in
my thoughts. I shall not weary you
much with my thoughts, because in
the affairs of today such thoughts
may pass for conventional humility. I,
however, know how truly I speak.

It was a year ago that I joined
this College. On my first day I had
fears and apprehensions and the
impression given to me about Principal
Harish Chandra was quite the other
way that I have formed by myself till
today. How people sometimes mis-
understand him.  For instance, I
might tell you that, people think, even
after considerable experience of him,
that he is a hard man. Nothing is
farther from truth. It would be true
if T describe him as a soft man.
Indeed, I tell you that he is feminine
in temperament, attachment, devotion
and quick understanding of feelings.
These traits you will find in him
although he may not have a soft
appearance. He is called the iron-man,
he looks harsh too, but the fact is
that he is not steel only but wax also.
I understand that Deshbandhu College
is a plant grown under his care. It
must be a very pleasant experience for
him to see his ‘baby’ flourishing and
occupying an important position in
the comity of colleges in the Univer-
sity of Delhi. Obviously, it is because
of hard-work. In the evening of his
life when I see him working ceaselessly
I doubt if age has any bearing on
human capacity and endurance. I
even doubt if it is the daily diet or
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love of work that keeps a man moving.
I realize the significance of Bernard
Shaw’s words : ‘that true joy in life is
to align oneself with some mighty
purpose with all the strength and
energy’.

To give you an idea as to how
passionately he is devoted to his duty,
I would like you to recall to memory
the recent College-prize distribution.
Severe pain had developed in his
back bone. Doctors had advised him
complete rest. He wanted to be
physically present on the occasion to
do his duty, but it was physical in-
ability which arrested him and confin-
ed him to bed. He was not to be
beaten by illness. The telephone was
pressed into service and you will
wonder that nothing was left about
which he did not enquire. It may be
an incident of not a very great conse-
quence, but it definitely reminds me
of the life of Nelson who even on his
death-bed displayed tremendous sense
of duty which even to this day is so
reverently remembered.

I am reminded of another-incident
which speaks of his habit of keeping
his desk clean. He was present in
the meeting of the Academic Council
on the night when Mr. A. C. Mehta,
Lecturer in Chemistry, became Dr.
Mehta, on the award of Ph. D. to him.
Next morning before the day began a
letter was typed and ready to put up
Dr. Mehta for two additional incre-
ments as per rules of the University of
Delhi.

To serve the cause of education is
his aim, but it is not the aim alone
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that matters, it is the way one servesit.
I have spoken of his devotion to duty.
Now let me tell you about his ways
and means of doing things. He
achieves unique ends in unique ways.
He has but to wish for a thing and it
is realized. Growing indiscipline
among students is a sore in society.
Generally punishment in the form of
tines, expulsions is resorted to as an
easy means to keep the boisterous ele-
ment in check.  During my short
tenure, strangely if I may say so, never
have I heard of any student of the
College being fined for indiscipline.
Would you suggest that the students
who join this College are not made of
the same brick and mortar as students
of other Colleges ? It is fantastic to
think so. They are the same all over
but the man who deals with them is

different. He goes deep into their
nature and relieves them of their
troubles. He does not lose patience

and spares no effort to transform them.

Education is becoming impersonal

these days.  Lecturers know their
students by their roll numbers and
they take pride in it, but do not be
amazed if I reveal to you the truth
that you have only to name a student
and the Principal at once remembers
the complete data about him. Besides
being an astonishing feat of memory,
it reflects the relationship of father-
and-son that he has grown round him.

Throughout he has been a great
source of strength to us. So much so
that it is difficult to believe that he
is leaving us in a couple of days. In
him the College loses an able adminis-
trator ; we, the lecturers, a guide and
a friend and the students their teacher
and leader. = We are reconciling
ourselves with the loss because
he is leaving us to serve a
bigger cause—the cause of the
University. In the end, we hope that
he will continue to take interest in the
College, which he has served like a
zealous mistress of the house. I
wish him health and happiness.

BRICK BY BRICK THE EDIFICE GREW

( Extracts from Principal Harish Chandra’s Speeches, Addresses and
Annual Reports )

On the opening day of the college

It is our good fortune that you,
Sir, (addressing Late Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad, who was in the chair)
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should have found time to be with us
for a little while this afternoon to
preside at this function, and to agree
to perform the opening ceremony of
our college. It was, indeed, a happy
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ought on the part of our Minister of
ehabilitation, Shri Ajit Parshad Jain,
nd our Adviser, Shri -Mehr Chand
Khanna, the two original fathers of
this baby college, that they should
have invited you to become its god-
father. Under the fostering care of
this distinguished and comprehensive
parentage, we may look forward, with
confidence, to growing up into healthy
manhood in due course.

It is in the fitness of things that
this educational institution, the first
of its kind under the jurisdiction of
the Delhi University, should have, for
its god-father, a person who is not
only responsible for the policy and
direction of the education of
this country but who, by universal
consent, is looked upon as one of the
foremost scholars in the world of a
particular branch of knowledge, and
to whom some other countries are
anxious to refer for authoritative
interpretation some of their theologi-
cal problems while investigating the
political rights of their women.

..........................................

Our college is being named after the
illustrious name of a worthy citizen of
Delhi, who served his country well and
truly. Let me hope that Shri Desh-
bandhu’s example of selfless sacrifice
will always serve as a beacon light to
the members of the college, both here
as well as in the larger life beyond the

college gates.
Desh, 1953

The Annual Report, 1953-1954

(President : Shri Ajit Prasad, Minister
for Rehabilitation).

20

The B.A. class must form the back-
bone of the College. The Qualifying
class stays with us for a period of nine
months only. Most of its students
decide to go in for B.A. Hons. or B.Sec.
(Pass) but, to their disappointment,
cannot come back to us for these
courses we do not have. The same
applies to the Pre-Medical students
unless they manage to enter a medical
college. Students of the Qualifying
and the Pre-Medical classes cannot be
expected, during their short stay here,
to take the fullest advantage of the
facilities provided, or to imbibe the
true spirit of the college and develop
that patriotic intimacy with it which
helps in establishing healthy and
lasting traditions on which they can
look back with joy and pride. The
future of the Qualifying class is, in
any case, uncertain in the light of the
recommendations of the Higher Secon-
dary Commission. Unless, therefore,
the number in the B.A. class increases
to a reasonable figure, the college will
not be able to contribute its full share
to the intellectual, cultural and social
development of its clientele or to secure
to itself an abiding place in the aca-
demic life of the University. This will
become possible if we have B.A.
Hons. and B.Sc (Pass) in the college.

........................................

Discipline, as commonly under-
stood, has on the whole been satis-
factory ; that is to say, no student
has been expelled, rusticated or even
fined for breach of discipline. But iz
that enough? How is it that the
generality of students do not seem to
realize the importance of such things
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s coming to their lectures punctually,
soplying for leave before they avail
zzemselves of it, returning books to
-ze library on the due date, paying
zzeir accounts at the office at the right
zme to avoid fine or a fresh admission
Iz=, avoiding talking loudly in the
millege corridors or the library so that
zthers who are working should not be
2isturbed, taking care not to pass
zarough the lawns, the making and
<1e maintenance of which entails a
rreat deal of labour and expense,
cividing their time judiciously between
work and play, speaking politely to
everybody and doing a hundred other
smilar things. These, in themselves,
may be small things and, with a little
care, easy of accomplishment. How
many of them, I ask the students, can
toast of not being found wanting in
znem ?
iads to a slovenly way of living, while
a little attention to them at this stage
1 their life would carve their way to
-ne acquirement of that higher dis-
=ipline which would ensure them, at
lrast partially a certain amount of
emfidence in themselves and some
Eappiness, irrespective of where and
kow they happen to be placed in the
larger life beyond the college gates.
The joys of life are enjoyed more
rationally and its sorrows borne more
patiently with a disciplined mind.

Desh, 1954

The Annual Report 1954-55

President : Shri Mehr Chand Khanna
Minister for Rehabilitation).

The present building cannot accom-
modate more than 300 students at the
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Indifference to these things.

outside. The college hall is too small
even for our present numbers..... ......
The amount of trepassing on the
college premises, with all its attendant
mischief, is heart-breaking and it is
impossible effectively to check it. A
compound wall four to five feet high
is an urgent necessity.

Lectures are frequently disturbed
by the chirping of birds who can boast
of a number of nests carefully con-
structed in the ceilings of almost all the
lecture rooms. These nests are
removed continually—a cruel thing to
do-—but new ones are built almost as
rapidly as tho old ones are removed...

I wish something could be done
to make the roofs of lecture rooms
bird-proof. It would also be desirable
to provide wire-gauze shutters to
windows and ventilators all over
the building to stop the birds from
flying in and out and constantly

interfering with college work..........

Electric wiring of the building was
completed many months ago, but it
has not, so far, been possible to obtain
the electric connection..... ......... The
absencc of electricity has caused us
much discomfort during the hot wea-
ther but more than that it has been a
serious hindrance in maintaining our
extra-curricular activities, such as
social and cultural meetings and dra-
matic shows in the evenings............

Accommodation in the Library
will soon be found insufficient and it
will be necessary to add one or two
rooms toit...............

The Constitution of the College
Union was amended to enable its
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members to move a vote of no-confi-
dence against its office-holders under
certain conditions...............

For lack of proper play-grounds it -

has not been possible to provide the
more important organized games, such
as Cricket, Football, Hockey and Ten-
nis, ...... Most of the students have to
content themselves with Volley Ball,
Badminton, Deck-tennis and Net-Ball.
..We are greatly handicapped in
the matter of playgrounds. The rocky
nature of the soil is making it well-
nigh impossible to convert the open
space at the back of the college into
playing fields. Every effort, however,
is being made to lay out at least one
decent ground and if we are successful,
we should be able to play some Hockey
and Football next cold winter.........

The problem of discipline in colleges
and Universities has, of late, been
engaging the serious attention of Edu-
cationists and Administrators all over
the county. I would, in this connec-
tion, commend to the notice of both
teachers and students a series of
readable, thoughtful and practical
articles on this important subject
written by Shri Hamayun Kabir,
Education Secretary to the Govern-
ment of India, and published by the
Ministry of Education.  Various
suggestions aiming at the eradication
of indiscipline among  students
have also been made by Governors,
Ministers, Vice-Chancellors and others
in their addresses from time to
time. The implementation of these
suggestions depends very largely
on teachers and students themselves.
I verily believe that nobody can make
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a contribution to the inculcation of
discipline among our students than
us teachers who come in personal
contact with them every day and
whose main object is or should be to
help them grow up into useful citi-
zens and not merely pass their exa-
minations. I was quite amused to
hear a teacher the other day asking
his students to work for 8 or 9 hours
a day in his subject : it did not matter
how much work they put in other
subjects.

The teacher must realize that his
business does not end with his lecture
for a period of 45 minutes. It is his
duty to see, at every conceivable
opportunity, that his students conduct
themselves correctly under all circum-
stances and to convince them that he
is deeply interested in their welfare.
The heart of most of the students is
in the right place and an over-whelm-
ing majority of them are always pre-
pared to respond to the guidance of
their teachers provided the teachers
are good at the art of teaching, and
know how to deal with young people
sympathetically, patiently and impar-
tially. Nothing should really be
easier for an honest and experienced
teacher than to make his students see
errors in their thinking and the conse-
quent impropriety of their action,......

Proposals have becn put up to the
Ministry of Rehabilitation, the author
of this college, and the Ministry of
Education for raising the status of the
college, and making it into a first class
self-supporting  institution  which
should provide for its students, in an
abundant measure, all the facilities,
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both curricular and extra-mural,
available at other colleges in Delhi.

This college was founded for the
benefit of the rehabilitation colonies in
the South of Delhi. When these
colonies have filled up and the econo-
mic condition of their people has
improved, the demand for higher
education in this area is certain to
increase and there is little doubt, that
in fulness of time, a full-fledged college
roundabout here would flourish and
fulfil a legitimate need.

Desh, 1955

To My Students (a letter to the

Editor of Desh—Santosh Xumari
Punhani).

The most obvious object of a college
journal is to provide an opportunity
to its young constituents to learn and
practise the art of writing. This
highly satisfying art is fundamentally
based on wide and thoughtful reading.
Not many students in these days seem
to be inclined to write anything
beyond their classroom essays or to
read anything beyond their prescribed
text books. This is rather a pity.

A college Magazine, above every-
thing else, is expected to reflect, in
its pages, the life of that college.
And the life of a college are its
students. Nobody, therefore, is in
a better position than the students
themselves to interpret that life. One
important agency through which it
can be done effectively is their maga-
zine. 1 should be satisfied if the
students are encouraged to write short
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articles on subjects which are nearest
their hearts, and touch their everyday
life. Nobody expects the students of
a college to produce highbrow or
original articles. Ifa college magazine
can boast of counting a sufticient
number of students among its contri-
butors, it has, to my mind, fulfilled a
useful purpose.

But there is another and deeper
purpose too. A college magazine must
endeavour to create a healthy public
opinion in the college and help its stud-
ents to imbibe a high sense of duty and
discipline which will stand them
in good stead not only at college, but
a great deal more, in the larger life be-
yond the college gates. We hear every-
day of our life that the chief function
of an educational institution is not
merely to enable its students to pass
their examinations but to build their
‘Character’, develop their ‘Personality’
and thus produce <‘Useful citizens’.
Most people imagine this is easier said
than done. 'I do not think so. These
terms are far too comprehensive for a
definition and are not easily explained.
They embrace a large number of ster-
ling qualities of head and heart. And
yet I have no doubt in my mind that
Character and Personality are not
difficult of acquirement. How is this
laudable object to be achieved ? I shall
tell yeu an easy way...... May I give
you a few tips ? ‘

(1) Read something new everyday
...... (2) Do not leave a meeting in the
middle but sit through it quietly
whether you like it or not...... (3) Pass
through the verandah of the college
silently...... If you must talk, do so in
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a whisper.. ... (4) There is no harm in
grumbling a little when you have been
tined ..... , but pay the fine cheerfully
and make yourself a promise not to
merit a fine again. (5) Avoid doing
anything which might necessitate an
apology later. If an apology becomes
necessary make it sincere, frank and
full; ... (6) Disfiguring or damaging
library books is a social crime of a very
low type and deserves the highest
condemnation. (7) .. Mis-handling
and misusing any property, whether
it belongs to you or to the fellow
whom you don’t like betrays an
unsound mind. (8) Learn to obey
before you can hope your orders to be

obeyed. (9) .. . Politeness is a highly
valuable commodity, but costs
nothing. It yields rich and unexpect-

ed dividends. (10) Keep your temper
under all circumstances. . (11) Learn
to laugh at yourself and forget to
laugh at others........... .. ...

These tips were given to me too at
your age. I didn’t like them and I
am much the worse for it. Take
advantage of my loss. It will be your
gain.

Desh, 1956

The Annual Report, 1955-56
(President : Dr. G.S. Mahajini).

- The College bulding is getting quite
" ingufficient for its increasing numbers
and needs. This was noticed by the
University Inspection Committee at its
recent visit to the college. We want
more rooms for tutorial work, for the
Physics and Chemistry .Laboratories,
and a Common Room for students.
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The Hall is too small for our require-
ments. There are no servants’ quar-
ters and no store rooms. The major
portion of the compound wall is still
incomplete. The amount of trespass-
ing on the College premises has, there-
fore, become a chronic problem.........

I should like to take this oppor-
tunity of warning students (who apply
for fee-concessions and stipends) that
the standard (of achievement laid
down for the award and retention of
fee-concessions and stipends) is likely
to be raised when the college reassem-
bles after the Summer Vacation and
the least, they will be expected to do
is to pass in every subject. They
must clearly understand that poverty
cannot be regarded as the sole criterion
for the award of these concessions......

The constitution of the College
Union was amended to create the
offices of Vice-President and Assistant
Secretary .. ... »

One sometimes gets the impression
that a section of the student commu-
nity all over the country, happily only
a small section, perhaps, do not clearly
realize the legitimate scope of a college
Union and, in their enthusiasm, they
are sometimes inclined to overstep the
limits of this scope. Emphatic advice
becomes necessary on such occasions.
It is time that they realized much to
their own benefit, the benefit of their
fellow students, and of the institutions
to which they belong, that a college
Union like all other similar and
sectional college associations and socie-
ties, but in a much fuller measure, is
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crimarily a training ground for shedd-
=z stage fright and self-consciousness,
=airning the art of public speaking,
zeveloping personality and character,
:'*anizing social functions and imbib-
z a high sense of discipline and res-
-»nSJblhty If a college Union is
.und wanting in helping its members
= attain these objects, it has failed in
:=s most important function.. ...

We, as a people, have to go a long
way to learn to conduct ourselves with
liscipline in our individual, social,
tolitical and nationl life. No progress
s possible in any direction without
ziscipline. The student community,
-mpared with almost all other
s=ctions of society, is most fortunately
vlaced in imbibing and cultivating
this great quality, if students would
only make use of their opportunities
and place themselves unreservedly but
intelligently under the guidance of
heir teachers and parents who are
heir best friends. I do not blame
chem for the over-confidence and
importunity shown by some of them
on certain occasions. It is the privilege
»f youth to be over-confident and
importunate, but wisdom lies in per-
mitting this over-confidence and
importunity always to be tested in the
crucible of knowledge and experience
which come only with age.........

Desh, 1956

The Annual Report, 1956-57
{ President : Shri K.G. Saiyidain).

It is true that the previons acade-
mic achievements of the average
student admitted to this college
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are considerably lower than those
of his compeer in other colleges.
It may also be true that his financial
position is not strong and he has not
the same opportunities for social,
intellectual and cultural contacts
which may be available to his counter-
part in the campus of the University
or in the city of New Delhi. But I
should like to impress upon the stu-
dents of this college that these are not
convincing enough reasons for not
being able to secure even a mere pass
in their examinations. If a student
attends his lectures regularly and puts
in two or three hours’ work a day at
home he should have no difficulty in
getting through..... ...

It has been noted with regret that
the number of students who manage
to fall ill during the House Examina-
tions is rather more than during the
rest of the year. Applications for
sick leave from the House Examina-
tions, duly supported by medical
certificates, are sanctioned more or
less automatically, although in some
cases the medical certificate does not
appear to be genuine. I contacted
the parents of all the students who
were absent from the last House Exa-
mination on medical grounds or other-
wise, and discovered that some
students, happily very few, had cut the
examination without the knowledge
of their parents under false pretexts.
These students were, of course,
required to pay the usual fine which is
heavier than the ordinary fine levied
for absence without leave from
lectures. They also forfeited their fee
concessions and stipends, if any. 1
wish these students to realize that it
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would have been perfectly in order if
a more serious view had been taken of
this offer.ce which amounts to moral
turpitude and is, theretore, deserving
of the highest condemnation

We have only one small playing
field at our disposal, but cven this is
not
view. It is impossible to maintain it
in a proper condition without watcr
and a compound wall to stop trespass-
ing. A tube well and a compound
wall are dire necessities

......it is a pity that the nccd to
impress the value of discipline upon
the students, in general, and the more
lively section among them, in parti-
cular, should arise a little too often.
Students must realize that the greatest
source of a successful and joyful life
is a disciplined mind and body and
the greatest opportunity to develop a
disciplined mind and body is now and
here. Habits of discipline are most
casily formed and cultivated at school
or college where their cnly responsi-
bilities arc to gather knowledge, build
up their body and character, learn to
play the game and conduct themselves
decently in all circumstances. Those
who fail to make use of this great
opportunity will have themselves to
blame if they fail to face the struggle
of life beyond the collcge gates with
any degree of success.

Address—(as Speaker of the Mock
Session of the Parliament arranged by
- ihe Political Science Association).

I have no doubt that the one
ideal each one of you, irrespective of

26

satisfactory from any point of

your individual views on the manm
problems on which you will deliberat«
and legislate, will be the well-being cf
the common man and woman, and nc:
one of you will ever depart from ths
path leading to that noble objective ..

Your young college is, by now, well-
known in all the colleges comprising
the Commonwealth of the Deli
University that the ‘foreign’ policy of
my Government is firmly founded on
the principles of perfect sportsmanshiy.
and peaceful co-existence which are
articles of faith with us...  Contro-
versial alignments and alliances
invariably lead to the creation of an
atmosphere of mistrust and suspicion,
whereas what University life must
always stand for is the promotion of
mutual understanding and goodwill...
... The main task of my Government.
thérefore, will be to establish the most
friendly relations with all the other
colleges, within or without the Cam-
pus, to the mutual advantage of all
concerncd ... It is a matter of gratifi-
cation to me and my Government that
the Parliament of Deshbandhu College
is lookcd upon with respect and ad-
miration because of the past achieve-
ments, not only by the people of
diverse political affiliations: within our
own college, but also by the colleges
comprising the Commonwealth of the
University of Delbi ........ We are a
‘sccular’ college, We deem ‘Religion’
to be a purely private matter. Our
‘home policy’, therefore, is to encour-
age all secular activity in the college
which has for its aim the attainment
of a happier life, irrespective of any
consideration of religion, caste, creed,
or sex. The ideal that my Govern-
ment has set before itself is the service
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1 the community and particularly the
s=rvice of the backward sections of
~ur community and their amelioration.
We .. .. have along way to go, to
-onsolidate our position, ensure our
future, and build up our reputation as
a community which understands the
zreat value of hard and regular work,
personal and  social discipline, good
sense, tolerance, and restraint. Com-
munities consist of men aund women,
vut unless the individuals comprising
a community understand thuir obliga-
tions, one to another, and are prepared
70 make sacrifices, one for the benefit
ot the other, and for the community
as a whole, in all circumstances, the
community that they form cannot be
expected to grow into a healthy com-
munity.  In fact, devoid of these
qualities it would not be deserving of
being called a community at all.

My Government will, within its
iimited means and resources, be
prepared to do all it can to secure to
its people a full life, a life of content-
ment and joy and quiet and fruittful.
But it must be remembered that no
Government can move a step without
the active cooperation of the common
man who has got to make up his mind
to contribute of his best, intellectually,
physically and morally, to the develop-
ment of his community......

In due course of time, we should
hecpe to be a self-sufficient and a
thoroughly efficient community well
entrenched in a position, in spite of
our geographical isolation, to vie with
other colleges in intellectual, physical
and cultural pursuits. = Nothing,
however, would be more important
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than the attainment of high moral
standards which, in ordinary language,
in the case of a community like ours,
mean the inculcation, in the daily life
of its members, of a high sense of
discipline, duty and responsibility. It
is these qualities which the members
of our college must cultivate, to enable
it to hold its head high among the
colleges of the Delhi University.. ...

The Annual Report, 1957.58

(President : Dr. K.L. Shrimali).

The College completed five years
of its life last July and entered upon
what may, with some show of reason,
be described as a period of promising
boyhood. During the quinquennium
we have made, more or less, satisfac-
tory progress in most fields of our
work...... We are still an affiliated
College and have been supported by a
grant-in-aid from the Ministry of
Rehabilitation. With effect from Ist
April, 1958, the financial responsibility
of the College has been taken over by
the Ministry of Education.

The College has applied to the
University for permission to teach
Honours Courses in English, Mathema-
tics and Hindi. This application is
now under the active consideration of
the University and we look forward to
starting Honours Classes in these
three subjects in July next. The
College will then become a ‘Consti-
tuent College’ of the University and
will, I suppose, be placed on the grant-
in-aid list of the University Grants
Commission.



There was a sudden demand by
some students . for being allowed to
read Sanskrit as an elective subject.
We were able to meet this demand....

The TUniversity has had under
consideration the opening of Evening
Classes in four of its colleges and has
suggested that one of these may be
Deshbandhu College... ...

An additional plot of land, 9.5
acres in area, has been sanctioned for
the College by the Ministry of Rehabi-
litation...... With this plot added, our
premises will have an area of 15 acres
which will be just about sufficient for
our requirements, such as the College

Laboratories and a separate Library
block......

In the matter of discipline there is
so much which our boys and girls have
to learn. A sense of responsible
citizenship, of ordinary personal and
social duties, of correct values and
decent conduct, both in words and
acts, under all circumstances, are
assets which may be collected and
cultivated with the minimum of effort
and in the minimum time, at the
University. 1 am not prepared to
concede that vast majority of our stu-
dents have taken the fullest advantage
of their opportunities in this direction.

Desh, 1958

how a dead-lock in the Union which
appeared to defy solution and threat-
ened to assume an ugly complexion,

Hostel, Staff quarters, Principal’s
residence, playing fields, Scienrce
THE EDITOR LOOKS BACK
(From Editorials & News Chronicles : 1953-57)
Desh, 1953
“We are lucky in having Mr.

Harish Chandra as our Founder-
Principal. A man of wide experience
with an unruffled temper and a keen
sense of humour, everyone in the
college has begun to look on him as a
guide, philosopher and friend. No
opportunity is lost by him in impress-
ing upon the students to develop
qualities of discipline, punctuality,
sportsmanship, truth and cleanliness
of conduct. His tactfulness has be-
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